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Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
For the year ended 31 December 2020. 

Administrative Information 
The Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul is situated in Church Street, Olney, and is part of the 

Diocese of Oxford within the Church of England. The correspondence address is:  

The Church Office, St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Church Street, Olney, MK46 4AD.  

Under the terms of Section 3 of the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 the Parochial 

Church Council (PCC) is a body corporate. The PCC received formal confirmation that it was 

registered with the Charity Commission on 3rd February 2010. 

PCC members who have served from 1 January 2020 until the date this report was approved: 

Rector  The Revd Andrew Pritchard-Keens (from September 2018) 

LLM  Mr Andrew Geary  

Churchwardens  Mr David Phillipson 

Mrs Susan Bailey 

 

Assistant Wardens  Mr Malcolm Jones 

Mr Roger Hull 

Mr Tim Haskell 

Mr Haydn Langley 

Mr Kevin Wiseman 

 
 
 
 
 

PCC Secretary  Mrs Pat Pankhurst  

Treasurer  Mrs Lisa Geary  

Representatives on 

Deanery Synod 

 Mr Malcolm Jones 

Mr David Phillipson 

Mr Richard Colson 

(from APCM 2020) 

(from APCM 2020) 

(from APCM 2020) 

Elected Members  Mrs Katie Charlesworth-Lowe 

Mrs Sally Gallimore 

Mr Tim Haskell 

Mrs Susan Heron  

Mrs Elizabeth Knight  

Mrs Alison Langley 

Mr Haydn Langley 

Mr Brian Lintern 

Mrs Sarah Page 

Mr Rod Parker 

Mrs Elizabeth Sheaf 

Mr Kevin Wiseman 

(from APCM 2020) 

(from APCM 2017 to APCM 2020) 

(from APCM 2019) 

(from APCM 2018 to APCM 2021)  

(from APCM 2018 to APCM 2021) 

(from APCM 2019) 

(from APCM 2019) 

(from APCM 2019 to APCM 2020) 

(from APCM 2017 to APCM 2020) 

(from APCM 2019) 

(from APCM 2019) 

(from APCM 2018 to APCM 2021) 
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Structure, Governance and Management 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. All Church 

attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. Ordained 

deacons or priests who move on retirement are not eligible to register or stand for election. 

Members of the PCC are aware of potential risks both financial and otherwise that might occur either 

in the Church or in the Church Hall. They have taken appropriate action to control and minimise these 

risks. 

The only committee established by statute is the Standing Committee consisting of the Rector, 

Wardens, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Objectives and Activities 
St Peter and St Paul’s PCC are representatives of the Church membership who have the responsibility 

of cooperating with the incumbent and the Churchwardens in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish 

the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. They also have 

responsibility for the management of the Church Hall. 

Church Attendance 
Average attendance - this is calculated from the registers of the Church, and includes Church Mice and 

Harvest services. 

Service Attendance Adults Children* Total 

Average Sunday service attendance 44 7 51 

Average weekly (including Sunday) 54 18 72 

Total attendance October 2020 213 85 298 

*It should be noted there were school services included in this figure. 

Review of the Year 2020 
The PCC met twice during 2020. This review provides an overview of the most significant activities 

overseen by the PCC. 

Rector’s Report 

Dear Family, 

We started the New Year with a Holy Communion on the 1st January and a chance to make New Year 

resolutions – I wonder how long some of them lasted? Then in January we grieved with the families 

of Jean Hulatt and Ken Maynard, may they rest in peace. In February the Fun at Four Service attracted 

40-50 people, Mix at Six 9, Alpha 20+, School Assemblies went well, Pancake Day was a great success 

(including us beating the town of Liberal USA in the Pancake Race) and the Shriving Service went well 

with some 270 people in Church (our guest speaker was Canon David Wilbraham MBE).  

March brought us 14 people to 'Mix at Six', over 50 to 'Everyone Together', 45 or so came to our 10am 

Holy Communion services, Bill Senior RIP (sacristan of the RC Church) passed away and the Covid-19 

lockdown started which meant we were unable to meet in Church or in other places. The Rector 

started a new programme of prayer walks around the town and parish (carrying his shepherd’s crook) 

and we started a new schedule of joining with the Diocese or other Churches for ‘virtual’ Holy 

Communion on a Sunday morning and a ‘virtual’ Morning Prayer at 9.30 am on a Wednesday. 
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Life in Lockdown 

On Thursdays at 8pm we started applauding the workers of the NHS and others who were on the front 

line working for our safety and well-being, the people of our Church and Olney put many measures 

into place to help others locally, the Standing Committee started to meet virtually each week reporting 

back to the PCC with minutes, (thank you David, Susan, Lisa and Pat) and Haydn, Katie, Gill and Susan 

have been key players in organising our web page and weekly newssheets both on the internet and 

by hard copy. 

Mothering Sunday was very difficult for many due to the restrictions on travel and seeing family and 

friends, and Easter was unlike any that we have ever known. People were in contact with others by 

phone, skype, zoom and all sorts of other ways (that I do not fully understand), our bishops 

transmitted services and messages to us all and the weeks of sadly not being able to see and meet 

each other took their shape.  

April brought new ways of doing things: not being able to get grocery delivery slots, queuing at the 

Chemists with 2m gaps, crossing the road to avoid being too close to each other, phone contacts with 

parishioners, friends and family, rainbows in windows, helping neighbours to get shopping, checking 

up to see others were OK, daily prayers and thoughts on our web page, (my thanks to Haydn, Malcolm, 

Thelma, Janet and Jo for all they have done) and sadly the spring brought the beginnings of a number 

of funerals. We grieved with families at the passing of Doris Wright RIP, George Woodhouse RIP, 

George Scott RIP, Gladys Johnson RIP, Melissa Cheng RIP, Ebba Quenby RIP, two staff deaths in the 

Thames Valley Police and the deaths of other people’s family and friends who live further afield. Our 

hearts and prayers went out to all who were grieving, fighting sickness, caring for loved ones and 

helping others in their time of need.  

In May Fenella and I did the ‘Marriage Course’ in preparation to offer the course to others in the 

future, the Rector officiated at the Victory Europe (75) civic service of remembrance at Bletchley 

Memorial, Susan with the help of others began producing an extended weekly sheet on line and by 

post, the Rector took to cycling in an attempt to be a ‘little’ fitter, walks around the town wielding a 

shepherd’s crook led to some good conversations with townspeople, we had some hot weather and 

the Rector’s car’s ‘air-con’ gave up the ghost, lock down meant many got to do those jobs that had 

been put to one side, gardens around the town flourished and the Rector’s garage got some well 

needed attention (in the process some documents that had been missing for 18 months were found) 

and as a Deanery we said thank you and farewell to the Reverend Richard Caddell. The Ministry team 

met (virtually) in June and organised who would write sermons for Wednesdays and Sundays as well 

as who would write the daily thoughts for the church webpage, (thank you Haydn for all you have 

done to produce such a wonderful resource for all), the Rector assisted the Mayor of Milton Keynes 

(our own Andrew Geary) at the Rose to commemorate Albert French (the boy soldier) and on a happy 

note the Rectory celebrated a young man becoming ‘four and a half’. 

July brought the good weather, and the Rector was allowed limited (social distanced) access to the 

Police Station in Milton Keynes where he had the sad duty of leading an act of remembrance for Police 

Sergeant James Unwin RIP. Everything in life seemed to be done by phone or computer but it was 

good to reopen the church on Sunday the 26th for our first face to face Holy Communion, and in the 

Rectory a young lady turned eight. 

August meant holiday time. The Rector and family were privileged to visit the Isle of Wight and 

Cornwall and it was fantastic for the children to touch the sand, taste ice-creams, feel the sunshine 
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and swim in the sea. On return it was catch up, calls and administration, the funeral of a friend, a Holy 

Communion, an ‘Everyone Together’ and the continued complicated legal procedures of adoption. 

September brought a new school year with all of its demands on the children and parents of the town 

and the Ministry Team met and planned for services up until Christmas. Everyone continued to learn 

new skills and new ways of doing things. The Rector learnt how to read his sermons from his phone 

and not from paper, the Ride and Stride (so wonderfully embraced by Susan, Alasdair and yours truly) 

was a on a good weather day and raised a good amount for Church funds, the Memorial Service and 

burial of ashes for Gladys Johnson RIP took place, I spoke at the wedding of an old friend of mine (61) 

for whom it was his first ever real girlfriend-fiancée-now wife, the ordinations of three friends took 

place, the service that remembers those Police Officers who have fallen during the course of the last 

year was held and we heard the tragic news of the shooting of Police Sergeant Matiu Ratana in 

Croydon, may he rest in peace and rise in glory. During all of the year we held in our hearts and prayers 

the lonely, all who had lost loved ones, all who were ill, those who had been required to wait for 

medical procedures and all those who had been caring for the sick and vulnerable. 

 

In October Roger Hull spoke at our ‘Harvest Together’, we had a thanksgiving service for Charlie 

Stephen Rushton in his home, we held our 2019 APCM, we had the funeral of Helen Dilley RIP and we 

remembered loved ones at our ‘All Souls’ service. In November we had a zoom ‘All Souls’ service 

especially for those unable to be in Church on the previous Sunday, we had a short Remembrance 

Service on the Market Place and Andrew Geary as Milton Keynes Mayor led the Armistice Day 

commemoration at the Rose. Then in December we had a wedding after a long spell of none. Alfie 

married Anna Marie who had flown in from the States and gone through her required quarantine. The 

service was televised in the USA and Mexico! We had the funerals of Chris Mann RIP and Pat Aitkin 

RIP, our Advent course was much appreciated, (thanks to Janet, Derek and Ruth), our Christmas 

Services attracted over 50 people on both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, and for those unable to 

be in Church for Christmas we produced our own videoed Christmas Holy Communion Service that 

was very much appreciated. 



APCM Report covering 2020 - Parochial Church Council of St Peter and St Paul, Olney 

7 

At the end of 2020 we started to have vaccinations against Covid-19 and that was a milestone in our 

lives. We thank God for the scientists who developed and tested the vaccines.  

2020 was a tough year in many ways during which many from our Church family and town rose to 

meet the challenges they faced and reached out to help others. Thank you to everyone for showing 

your love for God and your neighbours through the year.  

And thank you to all of our Church Family for who you are and all the different blessings you bring to 

the rest of us, 

 Andrew+ 

In 2020 we gave silver St Peter and St Paul pins to all members of the Church. If you have yet to receive 

yours please ask me about it.  

We also gave gold pins to recognise and honour those who have made a special contribution to the life 

of our Church and town: David Phillipson, Susan Bailey, Pat Pankhurst, Haydn Langley, Lisa Geary, 

Andrew Geary, Ken and Gill Noon, Andrew and Susan Heron. 

We plan to give more gold pins and thank more people every year. 
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Financial Review 

Please see separate report. 

 
Church and Parish Group Reports 
 

Planned Giving Report 2020 Ken Noon - Planned Giving Officer 

The giving summary for 2020 reflects our year of change. We ended the Weekly Envelope Scheme 

and established the Direct Debit Parish Giving Scheme with some donors preferring to continue with 

Bankers Order payments. 

 Summary of Giving 

PARISH GIVING SCHEME    
Gift aid donations (41) 27,357  
Other donations (4) 1,448  
Tax received  6,839 35,644 

    
PLANNED GIVING SCHEME    
Weekly Envelopes (13) 2,556  
Bankers Orders (29) 15,054  
Visitor Envelopes (25) 469  
Cash Collections  4,113  
Tax Recoverable  5,548 27,740 

   63,384 

The total tax recoverable will be £12,387 a really important addition to the church income. 

 

Churchwardens’ Report for 2020  

2020 was Susan’s 7th year as churchwarden and for David the 10th (with one short break). We were 

not sworn in for 2020 until December due to the delayed APCM. We would have been happy to hand 

over the reins to new wardens at the end of our terms, but there have been no takers. We are willing 

to carry on but for family reasons and our own sanity you may not see us in church every Sunday. 

However, in the week we will continue to fulfil the many jobs and roles behind the scenes, including 

supporting midweek services and activities. The last APCM was at 11am on 18th October and all the 

standing committee were rewarded with Gold Pins by our Rector Andrew Pritchard-Keens, together 

with the Herons and latterly the Noons and Brian Lintern.  

This 2020 report is so different from any we have written before. All started well, services and Cherry 

Fair plans were in place. Shrove Tuesday was a big success.  

However, on 15th March we closed the church doors and watched as the Covid Virus changed 

everything. On 17th March the Standing Committee first met by conference call and PCC meetings 

were suspended.  

Our top priorities were to keep the lines of communication open with our Church Family and to 

follow the Oxford, Church of England and Government advice and guidance, to ensure everyone’s 

safety and wellbeing. On the advice of the Church of England, we issued the following …our gathered 
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worship over the coming weeks is now suspended. This includes all the services and activities that St 

Peter and St Paul Church is involved in running. As of March 17th the following are now postponed 

until further notice: Sunday services (including Fun@Four), Wednesday Communion, Church Mice, 

Soul Time Café, Alpha, Memory Club, YAGs, Choir, Bell ringing, Soul Time Breakfast. As Andrew 

stated, “We are experiencing unprecedented times of great confusion, and possibly fear and 

isolation. As the church family we want you to know that we are seeking ways to offer practical, 

emotional and spiritual support to you and your neighbours.” 

On 22nd March our weekly sheet was available online, but we also chose to build a database of 

Church Family and friends, so that with your permission, we could issue weekly sheets to as many 

people as possible (Using volunteer church family “posties” in the first instance, now just Katie and 

Susan do this). This service now delivers to 155 addresses, of which 22 are hand delivered and 133 

emailed. We also began producing, uploading and distributing, where practical, resources for our 

congregation – ranging from: Simple Morning and Evening Prayer Services, Holy Communion and 

Special Service leaflets. Readings, Thought for the Day, Sermons, TV and Radio highlights were 

uploaded and made available through the website. We also provided links to Church at Home 

services from the Diocese and a contact link to social support, listening ear and the prayer group. At 

the end of 2020 these resources, our Zoom services, Advent and Lent courses, topical, practical and 

uplifting news, pictures, hymns (thank you Richard) and updates continued to be distributed.  

Under David’s chairmanship the Standing Committee (Andrew Pritchard-Keens, David Phillipson, 

Susan Bailey, Lisa Geary (Treasurer), Pat Pankhurst (Secretary) and Haydn (our co-opted 

communication and web coordinator)) which steers your church has met 40 times up to the end of 

2020 on a Tuesday evening, to ensure continuity, good governance and support to you all. Our PCC 

have been kept up to date on all matters and asked to vote and comment on key issues. 

The key issues we have dealt with this year, the 

distribution of the John Kent Fund to 38 local young 

people, collection of a John Newton inspired Tryptic, 

installation of contactless payments and payment 

station, early discussion of the Joyce Legacy and 

payment of the Parish Share in full. 

 In addition we have overviewed and, where 

necessary for services, liaised with the contractors of 

11 Church St (which is now complete). The last 

physical PCC was held on the 18th of February when 

we discussed with Tim Edwards, the lay chair of the 

Newport Deanery, proposals regarding the future of 

the deanery, ‘A Future Fit for Purpose’, which we 

will report on as information becomes available. 

Now to add to that mix, we are looking at the New 

Normal. We are analysing and collating your views 

at present and will feedback soon. We will also be 

focussing on our Mission and objectives for 2021 

and beyond. We are also working on the John 

Newton area and David has been part of the 

committee working on the AM250 celebrations. 

Amazing Grace has featured heavily in the weekly 

sheet, being performed around the world in 
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lockdown, sometimes by famous faces and other times by people in their homes. At the end of the 

year we have to celebrate in our community Olney is Kind, the Covid Group and our own Pat and 

Ashley Pankhurst and team who ensured many lonely people in our Parish had a festive meal on 

Christmas day and were cared for over the whole lockdown period.  

Services 

We have always been grateful for the support we receive week in week out from our volunteers; but 

this year has seen us relying on some key people who have helped us to keep open, safe and in touch 

with our Church Family. We would especially like to thank our hardworking administrator Katie, Gill 

Parker, Sally and Malcolm, Ruth and Derek and our cleaners Hristo and Megi, who have been especially 

supportive and flexible over lockdown. On the 24th June we opened on a Wednesday for private prayer 

and were grateful to Ruth, Madeline, Wendy, David, Ann, Rod and Gill for being on duty. When we 

reopened on 26th July, David had read 80 pages of Diocesan directions to compile a 38-point plan that 

covered all the areas we needed to comply with, to enable us to reopen. Hence the yellow tape, 2 

metre spaces, masks, hand sanitiser and booking of seats, with contact details. We were then closed 

again from 8th November and reopened on 6th December. Sadly, our Christingle and Christmas Free 

festival also had to be cancelled. As December continued, Covid numbers globally, nationally and 

locally began to climb. We were not immune from this local infection. On 27th December we learnt 

that 3 people from our choir were infected and subsequently we heard of three more. All have fully 

recovered, but on 27th December we closed our doors again. However, there was the joy of watching 

and listening to the specially recorded Christmas Service for 2020 and to hear our lovely organ and 

choir. Thank you to Richard and all involved, you sounded wonderful, it was so uplifting and poignant.  

Fabric 

One key aspect of our duties is as custodians of the fabric of the church and church buildings. Despite 

lockdown these buildings still need our constant attention. See Fabric Report for more details  

Budgeted Maintenance Plan 

To ensure that everything from fire alarm and extinguishers to organ tuning, pest control to the 

heating boilers are still in working order, maintenance still has to be carried out regularly. We work 

with, and keep under review, a number of contractors. This ensures the correct level of care at the 

right cost.  

Buildings and contents insurance 

We continue to work closely with Ecclesiastical Insurance to maintain adequate cover on both the 

Church and the Church Hall buildings and contents and to rectify any issues highlighted during routine 

inspection and risk assessment. The Wardens wish to extend their thanks to Rod Parker for his work 

over lockdown to ensure continuing compliance. Also to Tim Haskell who kindly checked the building 

during lockdown 

Church Hall 

The Church Hall continued to be used before and during lockdown. Once lockdown came into place, 

one of the first places to open on June 1st was our only weekly user, Olney Nursery, as the government 

needed care for key workers’ children. Fun at 4 – Messy Church on a Sunday Afternoon, continued 

when restrictions allowed it.  

Your Churchwardens: 

David Phillipson and Susan Bailey 
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Deanery Synod Report David Phillipson 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions there were no meetings of the Deanery Synod held during 2020, neither 

virtual nor actual. 

The Oxford Diocesan Synod continued to meet by Zoom and David Phillipson continued to represent 

the Newport Deanery as one of the two lay representatives. 

 

Health and Safety Susan Bailey 

A Health and Safety check took place on 22 Jan 2020 with Rod Parker and Brian Lintern. In church the 

items of concern were the tall and heavy wooden candles each side of the Lady Chapel Altar which 

are still unstable, caused by loose wooden support joints at the base as a result of age/wear over the 

years. There is a need to ask specialist carpenter/joiner to secure the base joints to stabilise or seek 

congregation opinion on removal and storage subject to Diocese approval. The stairs to the Pulpit 

present a risk of tripping/falling to visitors and children especially. Both of these still need addressing. 

Outer Vestry – music stands mainly, but also other items are encumbering a small, very busy area 

presenting a high risk of tripping or items falling over on people. Also it severely restricts access to the 

essential lighting/heating and electrical control boxes. We will create a new safe storage area as part 

of upgrade of both John Newton and Welcome area upgrades. Inner Vestry – Brass ware still needs 

securing. Children’s Play Area – The step into/out of this play area is badly worn and damaged 

presenting a major trip hazard. At the time of the survey the whole area was scattered with toys and 

the thick rubber mats raised where they meet in the middle posing a high trip hazard. Again open to 

the public increasing risk and control. “Newton’s Pulpit” is still a major hazard and should not be part 

of the children’s play area. We intend to move this away from the children’s area as part of the 

Welcome/Children’s area upgraded. Which would also allow us to revisit Choir Vestry – which again 

gets cluttered and needs reordering to ensure safe and secure storage of items and unrestricted access 

to fire door. Other spaces such as the Parvis Room and an extension to the shed will be considered as 

more permanent solution to storage problems. The electrical box for in the Welcome area is scheduled 

to be enclosed. 

The upstairs office needs to be secure from intruders and fire spread. The drawings for a door leading 

to the office are now done and we are looking to complete the work in 2021. Also flagged up was the 

fitting of an Emergency button/alarm up in the Cowley room and Ringing Room to work both ways, 

giving adequate warning to anyone using the Tower. There is only a single entry/exit to the Ringing 

Room via a spiral staircase, so in addition a fire and evacuation exercise using the trapdoor from the 

Ringing Room into the office, is to be arranged as soon as all parties are available.  

At the Church Hall the key H and S issues have been addressed. However, a question raised was is the 

Sensory garden a truly safe place for all and does the energy and cost of keeping it tidy, justify its 

continuation as a “Sensory “garden. In this space the drain covers and the drains each side of the 

bench have been cleared and adjusted and various items cleaned, cleared or secured. The route 

through between the gates has also been cleared, with instructions to users to keep both this route 

and back door route clear, as this is also a Fire exit route.  
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However, for the most part of 2020 the key Health and Safety issue have been complying to both 

Diocesan and Government guidelines for the operation, opening and use of public spaces for worship 

and other uses, during the Covid pandemic. This has been addressed on a weekly basis by the Standing 

Committee, approved as necessary by the PCC and relayed to the congregation. Six related incidences 

of Covid 19 have been reported and dealt with appropriately. Track and Trace has been used for all 

services, activities, funerals, weddings and events in the church and church hall throughout 2020. 

Safety of our Church Family and visitors has been our priority. Cleaning has also been a priority both 

in the church and church hall. As Olney nursery were for the most part sole users of the Church Hall, 

they carried out most of the required cleaning in line with Covid 19 requirements, with some deep 

cleaning by our cleaning team Hristo and Megi. This team have also ensured on a weekly basis that 

the church is cleaned and fit for use throughout 2020 and have assisted in Spring Cleans for both 

buildings. In 2021 we will be arranging Fire risk and fire drills in both church and church hall. 

 

Fabric Committee Susan Bailey 

Fabric Committee - Our Fabric Committee is chaired by myself, with members David Phillipson, Brian 

Lintern (who resigned in Aug 2020), Rod Parker, Tony Evans, Susan Heron, Sally Gallimore (who stood 

down in Sept 2020) and André Bandeira who will be moving away in 2021. This means there will be a 

need to recruit new members in the near future.  

The committee last met on 11th December 2019, not knowing that in 2020 it would not be able to 

meet at all. The Covid 19 pandemic and its limitations have restricted much of the work. Despite this 

we have carried on with essential maintenance and the development of projects. We have used the 

Standing Committee and the PCC to ratify works, so that we can continue with some projects. Besides 

essential maintenance, only the installation of a payment station and some replacement downpipes 

at church, have been possible. 

In November 2020 we received our final cheque from the Co-op for our Welcome and Children’s area 

of the church. We now have the sum of £3,339.07 for upgrades to this area. Another key area of 

development in church will be the John Newton (JN) area (we will work with DAC on this to enable us 

to get a faculty for the work). This will mean the relocation of some elements (font, churchwardens’ 

chest and various artworks) away from the Welcome and Children’s area. Therefore, we will not be 

able to progress with the Welcome and Children’s area, until work begins on JN area and we can 

evaluate the space and requirements. A number of initial ideas for improvement have been suggested, 

but this will require input from the users, before work can be outlined, approved and implemented. 

The main discussion for this area, at this point, is the replacement of the pink chairs used by various 

groups in church, with a more lightweight and practical alternative.  

Other planned work that has not progressed greatly during 2020 is 

Church 

1. Security 
a. CASE have been working on quotes for the replacement and upgrade of the access 

security system and the CCTV system. There will be two control boards one in the loft 
above the inner vestry with access to power and the BT line coming into the church. CASE 
are also drawing up a proposal for roof alarm, which they will submit to Ecclesiastical 
Insurance for their approval at the same time as submitting to us. This involves the use of 
security cameras in various places on the roof, which will need to be serviced on an annual 
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basis. The main issue here is access to the roof, a cherry picker will be required for each 
service and this will probably result in an annual service bill of approximately £1,000.  

b. Installation of a door to the Cowley Room 
2. Resolving the slipping bolt on North Door of church 
3. Fitting of double flagpole holders for British region Flags 

Church Hall 

1. Approval of designs and purchase of Flags and Banners to advertise SoulTime activities  
2. Fitting of a new hand dryer in disabled toilet 

Church projects completed in 2020: 

1. The installation of a payment station with display boards in October. This set up also has 3 
handheld card readers to help us move away from cash payments. 

2. Church - Repair works to cracked downpipes completed. 
3. Internal inspection of the roof and subsequent repairs of slipped and missing tiles.  
4. Church Boilers – Serviced 
5. General maintenances of both sites as needed 

 

Church Hall Management Susan Bailey 

This committee consists of myself, Susan Bailey (Chair), David Phillipson, Tim Haskell, Gill Parker, 

Haydn Langley, Susan Heron and Sarah Page. There were no meetings in 2020.  

During 2020 we had hoped to encourage more users and to utilise advertising outside the hall to 

encourage both visitors to our SoulTime events and more interest from outside organisations. 

However, that is on hold for now, but is still part of our overall plan. 

Our main hirers this year have been Olney Nursery, who have opened in line with government Covid 

guidelines from Jan 6 to Feb 14, 24 Feb to 3rd March, 20 April to 22 May, 2 June to 17th July, 7 Sept 

to 23 Oct and 2 Nov to 8th Dec. For the most part they have taken responsibility for their own cleaning, 

again as regulated by their own industry standards and Covid rules. Risk assessments have been drawn 

up by both Olney nursery and another group, DanceVybz who used the hall for 5 weeks in the summer, 

bringing in some welcome additional income. Other income came from Zumba from Jan-March, 

Woodlands who used the outside space three times in the summer, a children's craft club for one day 

and 3 birthday parties. Our SoulTime activities namely SoulTime Memory Club – 1st Friday of month; 

SoulTime cafe – Every Thursday pm in term time; SoulTime Breakfast –1st Saturday of the month; 

YAGS – 2nd and 4th Wednesdays in term time and Messy Church (Fun at 4) - 1st Sunday of the month 

at 4pm ceased activity on 17th March. Only Messy Church (Fun at 4) restarted. This was in line with 

Diocesan and Government guidelines and was Risk Assessed prior to opening. It ran in October and 

once in December. The committee also deals with contracts and bookings for the hall and its policies 

and licenses (Car Park Space and Electric Substation). The Olney Nursery contract is due for renewal 

and has been outlined, but the uncertainties brought on by Covid19 have led to a sympathetic 

approach to rentals this year.  

There were regular visits by Churchesfire to test fire alarms and extinguishers. However, problems 

with error messages on the Fire Alarm system were finally “explained”, they said, by a break in a wire. 

However inexplicitly they removed 2 call points and recommended a rewire and renewed call points. 

This is their third idea and the proposed “solution” seems rather expensive. They await our further 

instructions, but a check has been made meanwhile, to ensure this does not invalidated our insurance. 
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The heating and hot water boilers have also been problematic, needing resetting to ensure hot water 

and heating to the rear of the hall. This is also an ongoing problem we are looking to solve. The Church 

Hall wall continues to be monitored and will be inspected again in 2021, when a quinquennial is carried 

out. 

Besides general tidying up inside and out, there has been no major work carried out at the Church Hall 

2020. There was an H and S inspection, which is reported in another section. We have kept the hall 

safe, clean and well-maintained during 2020. We have had to clear out perishables and outdated foods 

from the store and have continued to deep clean and Spring Clean as necessary. It has been a 

challenging year. 

 

Music Richard Heyes 

Director of Music 

As many of you know, since the lockdown last March we have only been allowed to use the organ and 

the piano for music in our services, except for the three services at Christmas at which the choir was 

invited to sing. For the special Christmas Day broadcasted service recorded on 20th December we had 

sixteen choristers plus myself, all socially distanced, including five new members, and for the actual 

services we had about ten, both at 6:30pm on Christmas Eve and at 10am on Christmas Day including 

another new member. I am grateful to them all and especially our soloists Amy and Rebekah. Our trip 

to Oxford to sing Evensong at Christ Church was postponed from last May to this coming July (Monday 

19th at 6pm), so we can only hope it can go ahead by then! 

 

Pancake Day Report for 2020 David Phillipson 

Chairman Pancake Race Committee 2020 

Shrove Tuesday (25th February) started bright and clear. This followed the transformation of the 

Market Place on the Monday, with the erection of the Teflon® sponsored marquee and setting up for 

the breakfast and other events. 

Tuesday’s celebrations started at 8am with the Pancake Breakfast cooked by Leslie Waters, ably 

assisted by David Lugg and two other chefs from the Cherry Tree. People enjoyed the carefully planned 

menu together with a glass of Prosecco. From 9am invited guests started to arrive at the offices of the 

day’s main sponsor, Francis Jackson Homes Ltd, for a warm cup of coffee and a briefing on the day’s 

itinerary. At this event the committee presented an award to Katy from Olney Middle School who had 

won the Pancake Day Poster Competition organised by FOLIO (the winning picture is used to promote 

the event through posters and forms the cover of the day’s programme.) 

By 10am a crowd was gathering, with the chatter of dozens of excited children getting ready for the 

Children’s Races along the north side of the Market Place. Pre-School and Nursery little ones were first 

to race, finding the whole experience quite daunting. They were followed by Olney Infant Academy in 

their distinctive aprons and head scarves, and finally Olney Middle School and Ousedale provided very 

competitive races. The invited guests took turns to start these races with the famous Pancake Bell. 

The committee extends thanks to these guests, as well as to the teachers and parents for their help in 

organising this very popular part of the day. 
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By now the Market Place was buzzing with activity, with the smell of cooking pancakes wafting around. 

The Great Gappo and Magic Man David Pibworth entertained the crowd. The Church Hall, serving 

pancakes, teas and cakes, was particularly busy. 

Inside the marquee it was also extremely busy. The chefs with Lesley Waters were doing a cooking 

demonstration, raffle tickets were being sold, programmes distributed, souvenirs, teas and coffees 

were on sale, and tombola prizes were being won. From 11am the 21 runners for the main race started 

to assemble. 

As the clock neared to 11.45am it was action stations for the closing of the High Street in readiness 

for our 21 ladies to have photoshoots and for the timing vehicle to get into position. With the course 

declared clear and safe, the clock reached 11.55am, and the 2020 Pancake Race was ready to start. 

Church Warden David Phillipson asked the ladies to toss their pancakes, he rang the Pancake Bell in 

the time-honoured fashion, indicating the time for the ladies to dash to the Church to be in time for 

the Shriving Service. 

The 2020 winner, Katie Godof, was greeted 

by a large crowd and awarded a kiss from 

the verger. All the runners were cheered 

on their way by crowds lining the route. 

After photo shoots, interviews and a 

Teflon® presentation by Lesley Waters, all 

the runners, invited guests and many 

spectators filed into the Parish Church for 

the traditional Shriving Service. The service 

was taken by Andrew, our Rector. The 

Shriving Address was given by Revd. Canon 

David Wilbraham, the National Police 

Chaplain, and several of the Olney Hymns 

were sung. At the end of the service the 

winner was presented with the traditional 

Olney Hymn Book and the silver platter 

from Liberal, Kansas.  

The Liberal video link in the Church Hall at 7.00pm was better attended than usual this year as the 

prize giving for the rest of the runners took place at this event rather than in church. After all the 

introductions and pleasantries, it came down to the results of the two races. Katie Godof ran the Olney 

race in 66 seconds while Whitney Hay ran the Liberal race in 69 seconds. So Olney were the winners 

of the International Race for 2020. Following the celebrations, the raffle was drawn and the names of 

the 25 winners were announced 

It is with the help of so many people, far too many to mention individually, we keep this famous 

tradition alive. We are indebted to all our sponsors and to all the volunteers on the day, and especially 

the Pancake Race Committee members who plan the day’s events and work tirelessly to make it 

another great Olney occasion. 
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Dickens of a Christmas Pat Pankhurst 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the event was cancelled. 

 

Cherry Fair Haydn Langley 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the event was cancelled. 

 

Communications Haydn Langley 

Communications in 2020 presented a whole new challenge. While the year started as previously, 

producing printed circulars and sheets, posters, service sheets and social media, this all changed with 

the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. 

With the church suddenly out of bounds, it became critical to get God’s message out to the 

congregation and community in new ways. It was this year that the website, social media and online 

meeting facilities (Zoom) came to the fore – both as a means of conveying updates on the church and 

offering support to those in need. 

The Ministry Team decided to offer support through daily thoughts and sermons. The website was 

completely revamped, offering links to written (and sometimes recorded) Sunday and Wednesday 

sermons, alongside a “Thought for the Day” the rest of the week. In addition, there have been Zoom 

sermons available whilst the church was closed – also linked through the website. 

The website has been updated daily, with Facebook and Twitter getting occasional updates to 

highlight any changes – in particular status updates on church opening. 

In addition to the services and prayers, there have been links to offer ideas to parents of young 

children stuck at home; offer of technical support for the technically challenged, a phone-a-friend 

“Phone Pal” service and support for anyone feeling anxious or low. Jo Spray has given a weekly list of 

TV and radio programmes; links to an online bible and bible study course; letters from the rector; and 

coping tips from our very own Thelma Shacklady. 

The lockdown has proven how important it is to have an effective 

communication system in place. I believe we have risen to the challenge, and 

with the support of so many people, managed to keep the church alive during 

these difficult times. 

Without wanting to single out individuals, I feel I must give a special thank-you 

to those on the Ministry Team who offer daily thoughts and sermons, and to 

Malcolm Jones for offering a daily prayer and uploading this to the website. Also, a special thank you 

to Susan Bailey for tirelessly putting together the weekly sheet with Katie Charlesworth and getting 

them out on email or in the post. 

 



APCM Report covering 2020 - Parochial Church Council of St Peter and St Paul, Olney 

18 

Schools Revd Andrew Pritchard-Keens 

My last assembly in OMS was on the 24th February and my last assembly in OIA was on the 9th March. 

Lockdown started just after that. Due to government restrictions no further ‘in-person’ assemblies 

were allowed in 2020. For Harvest I recorded a video for both OIA and OMS which was very well 

received and for Christmas I recorded an all-age assembly on the topic of how Christmas is celebrated 

around the world, which was widely used in the schools. It was fun to have some children talk to me 

about Christmas when I saw them at pick-up after school. I miss seeing the children and teachers in 

the schools on Mondays and I look forward to being able to visit and speak in person again soon – 

when ‘normality’ has returned! 

Sadly the ‘Lifepath’ event in 2020 was cancelled, as was the ‘live’ Olney Holiday Bible Club, which 

gratefully was able to go on-line. I look forward to those two very special events taking place again 

before long. 

We said farewell to Sue Carbert (head teacher of Ousedale) in December and wish her a happy and 

well-earned retirement. We now pray for the appointment of a new head for September 2021. 

 

Charities David Phillipson 

The PCC treasurer received the following representations with regard to the distribution of our tithing 

relating to income received for the year ended 31 December 2019. 

  Christian Aid – Sponsor – Sally Jones 

• Leprosy Mission – Sponsor – Ruth Plackett 

• The Children’s Society – Sponsor – Nicole Colson 

• Olney Newton Link – Sponsor – Brian Lintern 

• Advantage Africa – Sponsor – Gill Parker 

 Each charity was checked with the Charity Commission and confirmed that they were still in existence 

and thus eligible for consideration with regards to supporting their work through our church family’s 

tithing.  A full application complete with information regarding the charity was received detailing how 

our support will help further their work. 

 The total planned giving (as per standing orders and envelopes) for the year ended 31 December 2019 

was £50,351 10% of this sum being £5,035, it is proposed that this should be rounded to £5,100. 

A number of different approaches for the distribution of these funds were discussed by the standing 

committee but it was decided that for this year it is proposed that the amount available be split equally 

across the five applicants with £1020 going to each charity. in proposing this It was agreed that we 

need to evaluate each application against more detailed criteria in the future and with this in mind 

the application form will be redesigned for next year. 

 

The Bell Ringers Judy Gay 

Due to the pandemic ringing activities have been severely restricted during 2020. As you are aware 

access to the ringing chamber is via a narrow spiral staircase and as there are no windows in the 

ringing chamber there is no possibility of circulating the air.  
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When we have not been in total lockdown we have been restricted to tolling a single bell for the 

10.00am Sunday service and we thank Charles Knight and Simon Daley for doing this on a rota basis. 

 

Knitty Stitchers Gill Noon 

Although there have been no meetings this year due to Covid19 people have been busy. 

Annie has made and given over a thousand facemasks for a Nursing Home in Bedford, also assembling 

testing kits for their use. 

We have added to our supply of Trauma Teddies for the Police Force. 

Rainbows have been made for Bedford Hospital. 

Blankets are being knitted for the homeless to be distributed by Turvey Church. 

Crocheted knee blankets have been given for comfort. 

 

We have tried to help by giving and not fundraising this year. 

Hopefully we will all meet again soon, tomorrow will be a better day. 

 

Alpha Fenella Pritchard 

It was with huge excitement we launched the St Peter and St Paul Alpha course in January 2020. Alpha 

is an 11-week course that explores faith, life and God and each session investigates a different aspect 

of the Christian faith. We watched the Alpha films made by Holy Trinity Brompton that question, 

examine and challenge the claims of Christianity, before discussing the material they presented.  

Well over thirty people came to our first evening to see what it was like. Numbers then settled to 

about twenty-five regular attendees after the initial weeks. We met on Thursday evenings in the 

Church Hall and each session started with an absolutely delicious choice of puddings made and served 

by Susan Heron. It was over these, and then later in the post-film discussions, that we got to know 

each other in small groups. 
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Midway through the course there is a Day Away where participants have the opportunity to consider 

who the Holy Spirit is in real depth and to experience His touch through prayer. Ours took place in 

Willen, and most of us would say it was an incredibly moving and powerful experience. 

Very sadly, with four weeks to go until its completion, lockdown happened, and we were unable to 

finish our Alpha course as a cohort. One group was able to continue to meet via Zoom and watched 

the films and discussed them on-line. It is a testimony to God’s work in those people, and their 

commitment to each other, that they have continued to meet every week on-line to support and pray 

for each other through this difficult year. Every one of them would agree the experience of Alpha and 

then meeting to pray and study the bible together has deepened their faith and their sense of 

connection to God.  

We very much hope to resume where we left off when Lockdown eases completely. And to plan our 

next Alpha course together.... watch this space! 

Thank you to Kate Nicholas for all her encouragement and support, to Haydn Langley for his technical 

assistance and Susan Heron for her delicious puddings. 

 

Young Adults Group (YAGS) Will Trevitt 

YAGs is the Parish youth group for 11–18-year-olds. YAGs met every 2 weeks from January to March 

2020 but with the coming of the first lockdown we had to stop meeting. From September through to 

the end of the year YAGs met online which did have the benefit of allowing us to catch up with some 

past members who have moved away. We are looking forward to going back to in person meetings as 

soon as possible in 2021. 

Peace and Grace. 

 

Church Mice Susan Heron 

Where and When: Thursdays at 10.30am – 11.30am in the Church for children under 5 and their 

parents or carers. 

Church Mice started 2020 well; on average 30 children and 36 adults each week in term time. We also 

met in half-term week, in February, which allows school age ex-mice to come back for the day! This is 

followed by a vegan/vegetarian soup lunch which is very popular and funded by weekly donations. 

We have a great team of helpers to set up, man the door and craft stations, serve drinks, set up, pack 

away and vacuum afterwards! The session ran from 10.30 to 11.30, followed by a soup lunch. 

We stopped completely during the first Covid 19 lockdown, with just some of our songs posted on the 

Church website, but during the year we were able to progress through Walk Through Church Mice to 

Stop and Stay Church Mice (all pre booked socially distanced) before the Church closed again. 
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Fun@Four Fenella Pritchard 

It now seems a long time ago that we launched Fun@Four, our service designed for primary school 

aged children and their families. The first one was held in October 2019 and it ran monthly until we 

had to cancel the April 2020 service due to lockdown.  

The timetable we created starts when the team gathers at 3.15pm in the Church Hall to pray and 

prepare. As our congregants arrive there is a treasure hunt related to the service’s theme. For 

example, when we looked at the parable of The Prodigal Son, there was a hunt for pigs, large and 

small. After the treasure hunt, there are five activities for the families to engage in. We always have 

crafts to make, beautifully designed and prepared by Frances and Lizzie Gale. There is a game or 

challenge overseen by Elliott Pemberton which attracts the more physical children. Susan Heron 

ensures there is an edible craft which sometimes doubles up as pudding (more of that later). We also 

try to have a group activity craft e.g., creating a huge tree from our handprints as a visual aid for the 

story of Zaccheus. And finally, we have a table of quizzes and colouring-in that generally draws the 

quieter and older children. The idea is that parents sit with their off-spring and enjoy time together. 

Each of these is manned by one of the team who facilitate conversation and help people understand 

the link to the theme. 

We use The Wiggle Song to transition into gathering for worship singing and the bible story. The story 

is usually interactive, requiring noisy audience participation, finishing with a sign language prayer of 

grace. And whilst this happens, the amazing team have cleared the crafts, laid the tables and put out 

a hot supper. Initially we served just the children but from Christmas we invited the parents to eat and 

so we all leave at the end of each service spiritually and physically fed. 

At time of writing, we have not felt able to offer a safe version of our Fun@Four service since the first 

lockdown was announced. A number of our wonderful team have had to shield and, with its emphasis 

on building relationships with God and each other through shared activities and eating together, most 

of what we offer is not permitted. It has been incredibly disappointing to have lost the momentum we 

felt we were gathering in attracting new families to church, retaining contact with our Church Mice 

leavers and sharing Jesus’ Iove with all. We hope and pray we can very soon resume where we ended 

a year ago. 

Thank you to the totally amazing team who welcomed, hosted tables, assisted in the kitchen, helped 

with the technical side, provided food, gave talks, tidied up or assisted in any other way. 

 

Sunday Club Susan Heron 

Where and When: Sundays during the 10.00am service, except 2nd Sunday (family service). 

Sunday Club met, in Church, term time during the 10am service, each week (except on 2nd Sunday 

when we have family service) for the first part of 2020. On average we have 8 young people from 3 to 

11 years of age, each week. This is quite a wide age range but with a variety of activities this works 

very well, and it is lovely to see the older ones helping the younger. We went up to the Cowley Room 

at the end of the first hymn, came down for the peace and rejoined the rest of the congregation for 

communion. 
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During the year we have managed several socially distanced Sunday Club sessions in the Church Hall, 

with each family sitting on a separate table. This was popular, with approximately 12 children and 

some parents each time. 

Whenever this has not been possible, we have delivered activity packs, on the first and third Sundays 

to each family. 

Both groups follow a program based on the church lectionary; we look forward to returning to full 

activity when we can. 

 

Tea and Talk Susan Heron 

Where and When: Clifton Court Lounge on the first Wednesday of the month at 2pm. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown these have not taken place during 2020. 

 

Preaching Group Haydn Langley 

Early in the year, the Authorised Preachers continued their contribution towards the ministry of the 

Church, most notably at the Mix at Six services. 

With the lockdown coming into force, the Mix service was cancelled until further notice, and the team 

was able to offer support through written sermons as part of the weekly offerings on the church 

website. This was extended to a weekly Zoom meeting at 6pm on Sunday evenings with some 

members of the team giving short talks. 

The 5-year licence to preach expired in early 2020, and the group have had their authorisations 

renewed. The Preaching Group (as the Authorised Preachers call themselves) are a valuable addition 

to the Ministry Team, and are gratefully acknowledged for their support. 

 

Christian Aid Sally and Malcolm Jones 

For the first time in over 30 years, we were not able to hold a Christian Aid Week door-to-door 

collection or a Christian Aid service in 2020 because of the Coronavirus restrictions, but that did not 

mean there was no Christian Aid week. Online fundraising nationally raised nearly £4 million for 

Christian Aid, and this included £610 from our Olney Group online donations. Some of us joined more 

than 500 people around the UK for 'Quiztian Aid Live' on Facebook which was great fun and included 

Dr Rowan Williams hosting the entertainment round! A further £125 was added in the Autumn Appeal 

and so, with Church Tithing of £1,020, this gave us £1,755 in donations for the year. This was 

substantially less than the £2,800 raised in 2019, but still a welcome contribution to Christian Aid's 

work during the pandemic, and we would like to thank everyone who donated. 

Preparations are already in hand for another virtual Christian Aid Week in 2021 - 'Quiztian Aid' will be 

back for its second year, among other virtual events, including a 'Song 

of the Prophets' concert featuring the Chineke! Orchestra. Please 

keep an eye on the weekly sheet for details of our virtual fundraising 

appeals and online Christian Aid events. 
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Children’s Society Nicole Colson 

Children’s Society is a national charity run by the Church of England. The charity’s mission is to support 

vulnerable children who are dealing with issues of hardship, abuse and neglect. As stated on their 

website, every young person deserves a good childhood. 

The current Covid pandemic has seen many families plunged into poverty, left children isolated and 

scared about the future. The work of the Children’s Society has never been more crucial. 

Unfortunately, Covid restrictions have meant that we were unable to hold a Christingle service in 2020. 

However, Box Holders have continued to be generous and £293.14 has been passed onto The 

Children’s Society. 

 

SoulTime Programme – Community Mission  

The SoulTime Mission programme continues to be at the heart of our community, in which we serve 

as Disciples of Christ, joining with others from different churches and agencies to make a positive 

difference in our community.  

 

SoulTime Café Sue Griffiths 

Where and When: Thursdays during school term time, 3.30pm-6.00pm in the Church Hall. 

We sadly have been closed for nearly a year now due to the pandemic. 

Prior to closing, Thursday evenings were a popular time of the week for our young volunteers. We 

have plenty of students keen to work at the café and always have a waiting list. It has not been 

necessary to do a recruitment drive as when students leave, they are quickly replaced. 

The café was a particularly popular choice for the ‘volunteering’ section of the Duke of Edinburgh 

award and we regularly supported the young people work towards goals and completed the 

paperwork. 

Customers were a bit low in numbers but Andrew, Fenella and the children were often on hand to 

welcome people and Andrew scheduled meetings to take place at the café. 

Since last March the café community have kept in touch. 

We phoned the students in the summer term to see how they were all getting on. 

In September we delivered postcards to them all, wishing them all the best for the new academic year. 

At Christmas most of them received a goodie bag. We included some sweet treats, reminding them of 

café food, a card and the Christianity Explored booklet explaining the good news of Christ’s birth. 

It is always lovely to see the young people and the adult helpers when out on a walk. 

I don’t know what the future holds for the café - what God’s plans for it may be. 

It has certainly been an excellent channel through which we have made friendships with such a cross 

section of the community - the young people (especially boys), their families, customers and adult 

helpers. The benefits of these friendships will be reaped for years to come. 
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SoulTime Memory Club Tory Kermeen 

Where and When: 1st Friday of the month, 1.30pm-3.00pm in the Church Hall. 

Memory club meets once a month on the first Friday of the month in the Church Hall. The club is open 

to anyone that would benefit from help with mild to more significant memory loss. 

The session lasts for 1½ hours from 1.30-3pm. We initially have tea, coffee and biscuits and a catch 

up. We often do an activity or activities based around a theme that will help with discussing past 

events, interests, time in history, or significant events. Alternatively, we may do activities that exercise 

our memories such as the tray games – where in groups we try and remember everything that was on 

a tray that we have seen (before being taken away).  

Unfortunately, in 2020 we were only able to meet once in February due to Covid 19 measures, and at 

this stage it remains unclear when we may be able to start sessions up again. We unfortunately missed 

seeing many of our regulars but wherever I have seen any on my walks around Olney I have checked 

in on them and how they are all doing.  

We very much look forward to starting back up again as soon as is safely possible. 

 

SoulTime Breakfast Ruth Ayling 

Where and When: 1st Saturday of the month, 8.00am-10.00am in the Church Hall. 

The breakfasts were extremely popular and we regularly had about 30 customers. It was a great way 

for people on their own to socialise and enjoy a shared meal. It is really missed and I for one cannot 

wait for the day we can reopen the kitchens and start them up again. It has been ably run by Thelma 

and myself since David Richbell died, and we both wish to keep it going in memory of him. We are 

always looking for extra people who to be on a rota, obviously the more people on the rota the less 

we all have to do. 

Fingers crossed we get to open soon. 

 

SoulTime Christmas Lunches Pat Pankhurst 

How do you prepare for something when you do not know what you will be preparing for? This was 

the problem when we got to the middle of 2020 and the Christmas Day lunch. It became very apparent 

as the year then progressed that sharing the table with others was not going to be an option. 

After discussions, Naomi and Pat decided to split our roles, Naomi (Olney is Kind) would concentrate 

on the food parcels and presents and Pat would sort out the Christmas Day lunch. 

There was to be no team coming into the Church Hall or Clifton Court to peel veg, lay tables or prep 

for the lunch for 2020. We socially distanced and the veg and containers were collected and came 

back peeled and cut up. Christmas puddings were made and gifts for our lunch recipients were taken 

away and wrapped up. 

The rest was up to Pat to prep, cook and get ready 25 meals for delivery. 
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We did it thanks to my assistant on the day, Ashley and to our team of volunteer drivers you know 

who you are. Despite Covid and floods the meals got through, drivers were quickly changed on the 

day thanks to the quick thinking by one of our drivers.  

Naomi put together presents for approximately 50 children, delivered food parcels and even despite 

helping with flood defences still managed on Christmas Eve to support a family in need and a lunch 

for them was delivered. 

None of this would be possible without a huge amount of help (socially distanced and mask wearing) 

and this year has been a tough one, but it has all been worth it, to receive phone calls and messages 

to say ‘thank you’ has made it all worthwhile. 

Everyone has stepped up to support others who are less fortunate than themselves in what has been 

a difficult year for many. Thank you and let us hope that 2021 Christmas Lunch is all about sharing 

with others. 

 

Safeguarding Richard Colson 

None of you will need reminding that 2020 was an unusual year for so many reasons. With the 

restrictions brought about by Covid-19 there was very little face to face worship or group activity 

within the church here in Olney. However, the work of safeguarding continued in the background as 

always. I was able to meet with the PCC Secretary, Pat, for a socially distanced coffee and catch up on 

where we stood with DBS checks and the like. There were around half a dozen DBS renewals in the 

early part of the year and they were all safely managed with verification of documentation allowed 

remotely for the first time due to the restrictions on meeting people, physical checking of 

documentation will still need to be done when all restrictions have been lifted. As the year progressed, 

I undertook additional training provided by Diocese via Zoom on understanding and responding to 

domestic violence within a church setting. It was really good to participate with other church members 

from across the Diocese with a broad range of professional knowledge and experiences that they 

wanted to bring to such a difficult subject. I expect that this matter will continue to be raised for some 

time to come within the wider church.  

 During the year there were two serious case reviews reported by the Diocese into recent high profile 

court cases in other parts of the Diocese. All Parish Safeguarding Officers were asked to read and 

reflect on the lessons learnt from the reviews and in particular ensure that all the required 

safeguarding measures were in place in parishes. Where necessary I did liaise and take advice from 

Diocese, statutory and non-statutory bodies. Obviously, these can touch on very sensitive matters but 

please be assured that all information and actions are dealt with in a sensitive and discreet fashion in 

order to “protect all God’s Children”. 
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APPENDIX 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parishioners 

 

On Sunday 18 October 2020 in Church at 11.00am. 

1. Opening Prayers were led by Revd Andrew Pritchard-Keens which included thinking of those 
during the difficult times and the Paschal candle was lighted. 

2. Welcome. Revd Andrew welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

3. Attendance and Apologies for Absence. There were 27 members of the parish present. 
Apologies were received from: 
Sally Gallimore, Mr & Mrs R. Gay, Mr & Mrs D. M. Martin, Mr & Mrs Ball, Madeleine Waller and 
Gill Burfitt. 

4. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting Held on 28 April 2019. The minutes, having been circulated 
before the meeting, were proposed by Lisa Geary and seconded by David Phillipson. The minutes 
were unanimously approved and signed. 

5. Election of Churchwardens and Special Resolution. Revd Andrew notified everyone that Susan 
Bailey was now disqualified from being a Churchwarden as she had been so for six successive 
periods and to enable her to stand again a Resolution under Section 3 of the Churchwardens 
Measures 2001 must be made and once passed must be revoked by a subsequent meeting of 
the parishioners. This was proposed by Tim Haskell and seconded by Haydn Langley. Susan 
Bailey and David Phillipson were duly elected. Andrew thanked them for their hard work. 

6. Recognition of Assistant Wardens. Tim Haskell, Haydn Langley, Kevin Wiseman, Malcolm Jones 
and Roger Hull. Andrew thanked them all for their contribution. 
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Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 19 October 2020 
 
1. To approve the Minutes of the APCM Meeting held on 28 April 2019. The minutes, having 

been circulated before the meeting, were proposed by Haydn Langley and seconded by Tim 
Haskell. The minutes were unanimously approved and signed. 

2. Electoral Roll Officers Report. In the absence of Sally Gallimore, Pat Pankhurst confirmed 
that there were 139 on the Electoral Role for 2020. This was an increase of 8 from the 
previous year. There had been 5 missed of the list for 2019, two removed and an additional 
5 new members added in 2020. 

3. Presentation of the Annual Report to include Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements, 
Churchwardens, Rectors Report, Deanery Synod, Church and Parish Groups. Revd Andrew 
stated that the Annual Report which was a lengthy document was on the website and the 
link for where to find this can be found on the weekly sheet. Should anyone need a paper 
copy they just have to ask. 

Lisa Geary informed those present that the accounts in accordance with Church of England 
guidance had been approved by the PCC prior to the APCM as the annual accounts needed 
to be submitted by a certain date.  

Revd Janet Lawrence asked about the reduction in income and Lisa Geary pointed out that 
the accounts for 2020 would show a reduction in fundraising as well as other events and 
groups over the year. 

Andrew Geary asked about the payment of parish share. Lisa Geary stated that in June 2020 
there had been a Deanery meeting in connection with this and the outcome was that the 
parish share still had to be paid if people could, some would only be able to pay a 
percentage and others hardly anything. Both of these questions did not affect the finance 
situation for 2019. 

Lisa Geary was thanked for all her hard work on the finances and to all of those who have 
contributed to the church. 

Revd Andrew read the report that appeared in the annual report. 

4. Election of PCC Members. There were 4 vacancies on the PCC and no nominations had been 
received. 

5. Election of Deanery Synod Members. There were three people on the Deanery Synod who 
had stood for three years and they were David Phillipson, Richard Colson and Malcolm 
Jones, all were willing to stand again and were re-elected. 

Revd Andrew said a prayer for the PCC, Deanery Synod and the Churchwardens. 

6. Appointment of Independent Examiner. Lisa Geary proposed that DNG Dove Nash be re-
appointed. Unanimously agreed. 

7. Date of next APCM: It was agreed that this would be confirmed at a later date due to the 
current pandemic. 

8. Closing Prayers were led by Revd Andrew Pritchard-Keens. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


