
 

 

Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul, Olney 

 
Sunday 14th March 2021 

Mothering Sunday 

Welcome and notices 
Reading: Exodus 2: 1-10 

Gospel: Luke 2: 33-35 

Wed 17th: Isaiah 49: 8-15 
John 5: 17-30 

Collect:  God of love, passionate and strong, tender and 
careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Response: We are all your children: help us grow in love. 

Intercessions:  God has said, “As a mother comforts her child, 
so I will comfort you.” Isaiah 66:13a 

Loving God, thank you for mothers, children and for all the 
joys of family life. Be with those who are grieving because 
they have no mother; be close to those who are struggling 
because they have no children; be near to those who are sad 
because they are far apart from those they love; and care for 
all who have sad memories because of the loss or lack of a 
mother in their lives to care for them.  
Compassionate God, we pray for the communities of 
Christians gathered throughout the world today, for church 
leaders and for each congregation. We pray for all women, 
men and children who seek to know God’s will and to do it. 
We pray that Your churches will be safe and nurturing places 
where everyone can find their true home; where the lonely, 
the marginalized and the rejected may be welcomed and 
where everyone can experience your unconditional love. 
All seeing God, as we see the brokenness of the world we 
pray for healing among the nations, for food where there is 
hunger, for freedom where there is oppression; for joy where 
there is pain, for peace among all your children. Just as a 
mother watches over her children, you see the damage we 
do in your world and you forgive our selfishness, greed and 
stupidity. May your love strengthen us so that we can work 
to change and better ourselves and the world that You have 
entrusted to us. Amen 

We pray blessing and healing for those who are sick: Toby 
O’Grady, Kevin, Rene Tourle, Pat Major, Martyn, Hannah, 
Rena Partridge, Eliza, Bar, Georgina, Michael Seabrook, 
Debbie, Rachel Lintern, Michael Cole and Rebekah Geary. 

We remember the recently departed and pray for comfort 
for their families and friends: Phill Stocking 

We remember and give thanks for those whose Yearsmind 
is now. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer: Loving God, as a mother feeds her 
children at the breast you feed us in this sacrament with the 
food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted your 
goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  

Listening Ear. Please email prayer@olney.church  for Prayers 

Some material included is © The Archbishops’ Council 2002 

Funerals: None 
Church booking Mothering Sunday. Don’t forget to book for 
Sunday 14th March - office@olney.church or 01234 241721. 
There is also a new guideline for us to follow, in that you will 
need to remove your gloves to sanitise your hands as you 
come into church. Gloves can then only be put back on after 
you leave church. Thank you. Susan and David  

Come and See. Wed 8 to 9pm till 24th (not 31st) March.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/89997157215?pwd=Q0tTbDdHbmV
UdzFER2hqVE90a3FLdz09. 

Sunday Evening Prayer Service. Each Sunday at 6pm. Link is at 
http://olney.church/zoom or call 0203 051 2874 or 0203 481 
5237 or 0203 481 5240. You no longer need a passcode. 

Mothering Sunday. One special and poignant experience for 
me on Mothering Sunday, is the blessing and receiving of 
pretty sprigs of spring flowers, specially made for the occasion. 
After church I then go to the cemetery and put this special 
bunch of flowers on my mother’s grave. Sadly, this year (as 
last), there can be no handing out of flowers. However, I had 
an idea which has been given the go-ahead. I suggested that if 
we make ourselves a spring posy and bring it to church this 
Sunday, then Andrew will bless them, and we can take them 
away again to enjoy. Susan B 

Recycling initiatives. We have recently looked into places 
where we can recycle or donate various items. If you know of 
others, we can share those too. Beryl Lavender is willing to 
collect used print cartridges and we will arrange a safe way to 
collect them. Beryl has found a company who will pay £1 for a 
spent cartridge, and 50p for an already recycled one. The 
monies Beryl collects will be given to the church, and we will 
also be helping the environment. Olney Co-op has facilities to 
collect spent batteries. There is also a Food Bank box at the 
Co-op and at our chemists, Cox and Robinson, is a box for new 
and unused toiletries which are then donated to Olney is Kind. 

Palm Crosses Do you have a palm cross at home? We may 
have to recycle or create our own this year.  

Children’s activities It is a joy that children’s activities can 
begin again. Susan Heron has been given approval to start 
back just before Easter, with Church Mice on Maundy 
Thursday 1st April and then every Thursday from 15/04/21 at 
10am or 11am. This is assuming that all goes well with the 

anticipated lifting of lockdown restrictions. In addition there 
will be a Sunday Club this Sunday (14th March) for 
Mothering Sunday and again on Easter Day. These will 
both be at 10am in The Church Hall. As with all church 
events, we ask families to book  (office@olney.church or call 
01234 241721) for all activities, so as to enable us to track 
and trace. Susan is so looking forward to seeing our young 
people together again. 

This week’s hymns. ‘For the beauty of the earth'. Two versions 
of this with beautiful videos too. John Rutter’s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlBkpAm3fhw or more 

traditionally  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGt4-
KyFwe4. Our 2nd hymn is 'Now thank we all our God'. 

Take care. Susan and Katie 

Twitter (new!) @olneychurch 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stpeterandstpaulchurcholney 
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