
 

 

Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul, Olney 

 

Sunday 31st January 2021  

Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple - Candlemas 
(Church Closed) 

Welcome and notices 
Reading: Malachi 3: 1-5 

Hebrews 2 14-18 
Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40 

Wed 3rd: Hebrews 12: 4-7, 11-15 
Mark 6: 1-6a 

Collect: Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in 
substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Response: Holy God: may your will be done.  

Intercessions: From the rising of the sun to its setting, let us 
pray to the Lord…That the people of God in all the world 
may worship in spirit and in truth, let us pray to the 
Lord…That the Church may discover again that unity which 
is the Father’s will, let us pray to the Lord... That the nations 
of the earth may seek after the ways that make for peace, 
let us pray to the Lord… That the whole creation, groaning 
in travail, may be set free to enjoy the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, let us pray to the Lord… That all who with 
Christ have entered the shadow of death may rest in peace 
and rise in glory, let us pray to the Lord… Let us commend 
the world, to which Christ showed the way, to the mercy 
and protection of God… A prayer after Gregory the Great 
(604): O good Jesus, Word of the Father and brightness of 
his glory, whom angels desire to behold: teach me to do 
your will that, guided by your Spirit, I may come to that 
blessed city of everlasting day, where all are one in heart 
and mind, where there is safety and eternal peace, 
happiness and delight, where you live with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen  
We pray blessing and healing for those who are sick: Toby 
O’Grady, Kevin, Keith, Cyril, Rene Tourle, Pat Major, Gail, 
Martin, Hannah, Rena Partridge, Phill Stocking, Eliza, Bar, 
Georgina, Michael Seabrook, Debbie, Rachel Lintern and 
Peggy Armitage.  
We remember the recently departed and pray for comfort 
for their families and friends:  Barbara Trinder, Bishop Keith 
Arnold and Dora Crawford.  
We remember and give thanks for those whose Yearsmind 
is now. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer: Almighty Father, whose Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: may your 
people, illumined by your word and sacraments, shine with 
the radiance of his glory, that he may be known, 
worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; for he is 
alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen  

Listening Ear. Please email prayer@olney.church for Prayers 

Some material included is © The Archbishops’ Council 2002

Funerals. Barbara Trinder. Private Service was on 27th January.  

Update. The standing committee met by Zoom on Tuesday 
26th January and the majority view was that the church should 
remain closed. There were discussions about the encouraging 
recent reduction in the local infection rates. This was offset by 
the fact that on the day of the meeting the national number of 
deaths had reached 100,000 with an additional 25,000 deaths 
since the beginning of the year. We will continue to plan and 
prepare for the reopening of the church, but will only reopen 
when the Rector and the members of the SC consider it safe to 
do so and the majority of the PCC agree. Standing Committee 

A Journey through Lent. The booklet from Bible Reading 
Fellowship will now be available free of charge. It has a short 
reading and reflection for each of the days of Lent, which you 
can do at your own time and pace. The Zoom meeting will be 
Wednesday afternoons as before, but if there are enough 
people, then an evening slot can be arranged. If you would like 
a booklet and/or to take part in the Zoom sessions, please 
contact either Janet Lawrence 01234 240568 (this is now the 
correct number) or church office by 3rd Feb, with your details, 
as booklets will need to be ordered. Thank you. Janet 

Services by Telephone. We are very aware that many of you 
are not able to join in with Zoom or online services, so this 
week we are including as many telephone links as we can to 
services here in Olney or via Oxford: 

Sunday Evening Prayer service. The link is on the church 
website: http://olney.church/zoom. Please note change of 
phone no. to 0203 051 2874 followed by passcode 427368. 

Zoom Wednesday Morning Prayer. 9.30 am. Access by 
phoning 0203 481 5240 and entering the meeting ID: 825 
0404 5581# or follow the link at http://olney.church/zoom  

Diocese of Oxford services. Every Sunday at 10am. To listen 
in by telephone dial 01865 920930 and, once connected, dial 
0 for the full version of the service, or dial 1 a short version of 
the service. Standard call rates apply. There will be a few 
seconds of silence before the service starts. 

Come and See has been launched by the Diocese of Oxford. It 
is an invitation to everyone, for everyone. It’s for anyone who 
feels adrift in this pandemic, whether or not they know 
anything about the Christian faith. We will be supporting this 
initiative locally, so look out for more news next week. 

Holocaust Memorial Day. On 27 Jan 2021 and on behalf of all 
of the citizens of Milton Keynes, Andrew Geary the Mayor and 
the Rev. Andrew Pritchard-Keens, commemorated Holocaust 
Memorial Day at the Milton Keynes Rose. Link 
https://www.facebook.com/MayorMK/videos/774409846494705 

New Daylight Booklet. Available via Enid on 07836 240074.  

Reminder: TV series and Book Launch 11th Feb with Kate 
Nicholas go to https://www.katenicholas.co.uk/. 

This week’s hymns: 'Love divine, all loves excelling' (Old 
Testament and Gospel) and 'Lord, the light of your love' 
('Shine, Jesus, shine') for Candlemas. Listen to this wonderful 
Graham Kendrick hymn and perhaps light a candle at home. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4. 

Take care. Susan and Katie 

Social Media reminders:  
Twitter (new!) @olneychurch 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stpeterandstpaulchurcholney 
Church office: 01234 241721 email: office@olney.church 
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