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Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council (PCC)
For the year ended 31 December 2018.

Administrative Information
St Peter and St Paul’s Church is situated in Church Street, Olney, and is part of the Diocese of Oxford
within the Church of England. The correspondence address is:
The Church Office, St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Church Street, Olney, MK46 4AD.
Under the terms of Section 3 of the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 the Parochial
Church Council (PCC) is a body corporate. The PCC received formal confirmation that it was
registered with the Charity Commission on 3rd February 2010.
PCC members who have served from 1 January 2018 until the date this report was approved:
Rector
LLM
Churchwardens

Assistant Wardens

PCC Secretary

Treasurer
Representatives on
Deanery Synod
Elected Members

The Revd Andrew Pritchard-Keens

(from September 2018)

Mr Andrew Geary
Mr David Richbell

(to September 2018)

Mr Haydn Langley
Mrs Susan Bailey
Mr David Phillipson
Mr Kevin Wiseman

(to APCM 2018)

(to APCM 2018)

Mr Malcolm Jones
Mr Roger Hull
Mr Tim Haskell
Mr Haydn Langley
Mr Kevin Wiseman

(from APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2018)

Mrs Rebecca Rushton
Mrs Ruth Ayling
Mrs Pat Pankhurst

(to APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2018 to Aug 2018)
(from Sep 2018)

Mr Stuart Ayling
Mrs Lisa Geary
Mr Malcolm Jones
Mr David Phillipson
Mr Richard Colson

(from Nov 2017 20 Aug 2018)
(from Sep 2018)
(from APCM 2015 and APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2015 and APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2015 and APCM 2018)

Mrs Ruth Ayling
Mrs Coral Bex
Mrs Laraine Coney
Mr Tim Daily
Mrs Sally Gallimore
Mrs Judy Gay
Mrs Susan Heron
Mrs Victoria Kermeen
Mrs Elizabeth Knight
Mrs Sarah Page
Ms Teresa Riley
Mr Kevin Wiseman

(from APCM 2018 to Aug 2018)
(from APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2017)
(from APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2017)
(from APCM 2015) + 1 Year
(from APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2015) + 1 Year
(from APCM 2018)
(from APCM 2017)
(from APCM 2017)
(from APCM 2018)
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Structure, Governance and Management
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. All Church
attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. Ordained
deacons or priests who move on retirement are not eligible to register or stand for election.
Members of the PCC are aware of potential risks both financial and otherwise that might occur either
in the Church or in the Church Hall. They have taken appropriate action to control and minimise these
risks.
The only committee established by statute is the Standing Committee consisting of the Rector,
Wardens, Secretary and Treasurer.

Objectives and Activities
St Peter and St Paul’s PCC are representatives of the Church membership who have the responsibility
of cooperating with the incumbent and the Churchwardens in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish
the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. They also have
responsibility for the management of the Church Hall.

Church Attendance
Average attendance - this is calculated from the registers of the Church, and includes Church Mice and
Harvest services.
Service Attendance
Average weekly (including Sunday)
Total attendance October 2017

Adults
125

Children*
9

Total
134

500

579

1160

*It should be noted there were school services included in this figure.

Review of the Year 2018
The PCC met six times during 2018. This review provides an overview of the most significant activities
overseen by the PCC.
At the beginning of 2018 we were still in a period of interregnum. Following the first round of the
selection process for a new Rector in early December the previous year, the selection panel were fully
agreed on the difficult but totally correct decision to not appoint any of the very talented applicants.
The first round was very valuable in that the questions asked and the responses given highlighted
some areas of change for the
parish profile and the advert for
the
next
round.
Your
representatives on the selection
process Tory Kermeen and David
Phillipson continued with the
development work which resulted
in a second round of the selection
process in Holy Week of 2018. As
we all now know this resulted in
the appointment of Andrew
Pritchard-Keens to the post of
Rector of Olney and all that were
present will remember well the
4
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service of collation and induction that took place on the 9th September. We all welcome Andrew, his
wife Fenella and children to Olney and to our church family.
The Church continues to welcome visitors from many different countries, and the doors are always
open to our local community. A brief look in the visitor’s book tells a tale of pilgrimages to our church
from far and wide, as well as nearer home. Every year we also welcome many people to our “special”
services such as the Shriving service, Easter services and Christmas services.
Our Church buildings are in constant use and it is
often a challenge to squeeze anything extra into
their availability. As listed buildings they have been
given an added momentum, with various Mission
projects alongside our regular services. We are
grateful that these additional activities manage to
run and keep a balance in terms of expenditure
versus income. The operational costs of our
buildings are solely dependent on our stewardship
and regular giving by our members, our joint
members, and friends from the town fundraising
committee efforts through Dickens, Cherry Fair
and the Pancake Race, as well as grant applications
for specific large fabric maintenance items.
Without the gifts and support from you, our
parishioners, neither the Church nor the Church
Hall would be able to function.
Within the community we have continued to show our support with events such as the combined
churches Palm Sunday service and Holiday Bible Club. The Pancake Race and Shriving service always
bring in large numbers and are welcomed. Schools and young people continued to be a focus, and this
year we have been part of the Easter and Christmas Cracked programmes led by Bridgebuilder Trust.
We also worked with Scripture Union and the other churches in Olney to take part in Lifepath.
Music is always a blessing in our church, and there were several concerts this year by our choir, Olney
Brass, our organists and our young people. Thanks must be given to all who support the Church in its
musical provision - our director of music Lee Dunleavy, our organists and our organ scholars. Also
thanks to Anne Ball and the Sunday morning band. The Mix at Six has struggled along, singing along
to pre-recorded music. The service came to a halt halfway through the year when the projector screen
broke, and that forms an integral part of the service. A new screen was purchased in December so the
service could resume in January 2019.
Our SoulTime mission programme continues to be an
amazing gift to the community. With so many of our
members working voluntarily and working with other
churches and agencies we continue to make a difference.
The Soultime Café has been through a difficult period with
adult supervision, so if anyone feels they have the time and
the ability to take part and contribute to this wonderful
programme, please contact the Church Office or a warden.
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This year we also saw the official opening of the Soultime Sensory Garden. This is a wonderful space
of peace and calm, and our thanks are extended to all who came together to make this possible.
The bells are regularly rung for the 10am church services and special services, and are both familiar
and welcoming. This year work commenced on fitting the new floor above the belfry which meant
there were no visiting ringers and there were a reduced number of peals. However the ringers
continued to ring for our services.
Words cannot express the thanks required to the remaining Ministry Team who rallied together to
pick up the services and keep the spiritual wellbeing of the larger church family together, from Revd
Thelma Shacklady and Revd Janet Lawrence, to the LLMs and the authorised preachers. Going through
an interregnum is never easy, but we are thankful that there were structures in place to allow our
church to “weather the storm.”
During 2018 there were nine weddings, one wedding blessings and two renewals of vows, 14
baptisms, 14 funerals, five cremations and two internment of ashes. Through the interregnum we
have seen a small decline in numbers at the services. We continually consider our role in serving Christ
in our community and in our lives and we remember the call for each member to be part of God’s
family, building His kingdom in the name of Jesus Christ.
A core part of our lives as a church and as Christians is that of mission. We strive to spread God’s word
not only in our community, but also farther afield whenever possible.
Finally we cannot close this account of 2018 without
expressing deep regret at the loss of David Richbell, one of our
LLMs, who sadly died a little while after attending a PCC
meeting in September. David made such a huge contribution
to the life of the church here in Olney and the high regard in
which he was held was more than adequately displayed by the
number of people in church for the service of thanksgiving held
on the 12th October. Our thoughts and best wishes go to
David’s wife Chris and all the family.

David Phillipson and Susan Bailey, your churchwardens

6

APCM Report covering 2018 - Parochial Church Council of St Peter and St Paul, Olney
Church Gallery:
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Financial Review
Please see separate report.

Church and Parish Group Reports
Planned Giving Report 2018

Ken Noon - Planned Giving Officer

Summary of Giving
GIFT AID
Weekly Envelopes
Direct to Bank
Bankers Orders
OTHER GIVING
Weekly Envelopes
Bankers Orders
Direct from Salary

(17)
(65)

4,175
0
40,393

(1)
(7)
(2)

14
2,216
866

TAX RECOVERABLE

ADDITIONAL GIFT AID DONATIONS
Cash Collections (9,171)
Visitor Envelopes (111)
SoulTime (1)
Christmas Cards (5)

44,568

3,096
47,664
11,142
58,806

8,000 (Allowable)
2,626
214
120
10,960

TAX RECOVERABLE

2,740
13,700

The Government “Gift Aid Scheme” enables us to reclaim tax of £13,882 for the year, an important
element of our income.

Churchwardens’ Report for 2018
As elected officers of the Church, Churchwardens are here to fulfil a longstanding role, one of the
oldest in the land. Our duties are varied and we are responsible for supporting our priests in their role,
as well as ensuring that the Church family with its many congregations, the Church local mission, legal
obligations and financial aspects are addressed. As such, it is our privilege to serve and to act in this
role here at St Peter and St Paul in Olney.
Services
As Churchwardens we are required to ensure that each of our many services runs smoothly, and you
will see us checking that all the roles on the day and the duties behind the scenes are fully covered or
that we find replacements when necessary. Volunteers to do readings or intercessions, sides people
to welcome the congregation, sound desk operators, chalice assistants and acolytes are always
welcome. Please come forward and speak to us if you would like to help. As our Church continues to
9
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grow, we rely more heavily on these volunteers and we would like to thank them for being part of the
heart of our Church.
Friends
As a Church, we are aware that a more formal Friends of St Peter and St Paul Church would be a real
bonus in the longer term to guide and oversee selected external and fundraising activities. We
continue to keep this on our agenda.
Fabric
Alongside our wider mission priorities, we are entrusted with the preservation and upkeep of a listed
building rich in history. In looking after the fabric of the church, we strive to safeguard our heritage
and to sensitively address and advance a range of fabric issues.
Budgeted Maintenance Plan
Our church would not function if we did not have regular maintenance contracts in place. These cover
everything from fire extinguisher testing to organ tuning. The discovery of the boiler faults this year
highlights the importance of these diarised events and proves how vital they are to maintain. We
continue to seek the most cost-effective deals for annual maintenance.
Buildings and contents insurance
We continue to work closely with Ecclesiastical Insurance to maintain adequate cover on both the
Church and the Church Hall buildings and contents and to rectify any issues highlighted by them during
their routine inspection and risk assessment. The Wardens wish to extend their thanks to Rod Parker
for his diligence in working with Ecclesiastical on all matters of insurance and Health and Safety.
Church Hall
The Church Hall continues to be frequently used, both by the Church, as part of our mission, and by
the wider community, with the Church Office continuing to receive new expressions of interest from
individuals and groups wishing to hire the hall. Olney Nursery is still our main hirer of the hall.
This year’s report would not be complete without mentioning the tireless work carried out by all
members of the Warden team, including our Assistant Wardens.
Your Churchwardens:
David Phillipson and Susan Bailey

Deanery Synod Report

David Phillipson

The groups of churches across North Bucks belong to Newport Deanery and their respective PCCs
appoint members to the Synod. We meet three times per year in different churches with a Lay Chair
taking the meetings. There is always time to meet and chat to the others first over a drink. We then
have a focus item, for example, the work of soup kitchens or how to raise funds with 100 Clubs. We
then move onto talk about issues affecting the whole Deanery such as Parish Share, clergy vacancies
and finally ending with prayer and the grace together.
On the Oxford Diocesan Synod David Phillipson continued to represent the Deanery in the House of
Laity and was re-elected in October for a further three years
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Health and Safety

Rod Parker
Health and Safety Chairman

Because much, if not all, of the work needed to meet Health and Safety (H&S) standards needs close
liaison with the Fabric Committee, the H&S team have linked with the Fabric Committee team and
amalgamated their meetings with them during 2018. This has resulted in a much more efficient
framework enabling many of the highlighted H&S issues to be completed in a quicker more costeffective manner.
This is a brief summary of what has been achieved during 2018 for both the Church and Church Hall.
It is not possible here to show the many small, often time-consuming tasks that both teams have done
but thanks to the members who have just got on with it and completed them.
The main Jobs were:
Church
The badly worn, cracked and uneven North Porch floor has been professionally replaced along with
the outside entrance step, both of which presented major slipping/tripping hazards.
The somewhat unstable Acolyte candles in the choir stalls have been fixed and attached to holders
along with the removal of the badly worn carpet runners in them which were a major tripping hazard.
The free standing heavy filled bookshelf at the entrance to the children’s play area has been secured.
Clear Fire Exit signs have been placed on the new North and South doors.
The raised step into the Vestry has been clearly marked as a tripping hazard. However we still need to
find a safe and efficient way of securing the heavy metal brass ware stored on top of the safe in the
vestry which is very close to this only entry/exit door which is in frequent use. There is a danger of one
or more items being knocked over causing injury; not to mention damage to these precious and
valuable items themselves.
Church Hall
Clearly identifying and marking the exits to the Fire assembly point has been completed together with
the major task of securing the Fire Assembly Point from car parking, keeping it clear and safe for fire
evacuees.
The hard-wired fire alarm for the Mezzanine Floor was not fitted in 2018 due to work/cost pressures,
but has been contracted to be done in 2019.
We should be especially proud of the fact that the kitchen has maintained its 5-star, highest rating,
for 2018.
The Hall is an example of many small often tedious but essential H&S jobs having been completed in
2018 and too numerous to include here. It is an ongoing but vital task needing the help and support
of as many of our congregation as possible for the coming year.

Fabric Committee

Susan Bailey

Our Fabric Committee is chaired by myself with members David Phillipson, Brian Lintern, Rod Parker,
Mike Hughes, Tony Evans and Sally Gallimore, who provide invaluable expertise and vision as well as
practical help and advice. We were greatly saddened when committee member David Richbell passed
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away suddenly last autumn. Shortly before this, David, who had been instrumental in the re-ordering
of the Church Hall, had doggedly pursued and finally obtained the Building Inspectors Certificate for
the Hall. We are grateful for his help and support for many years on the committee.
This year we have addressed most of the Priority 1 (Urgent) and Priority 2 (Essential - next 18 months)
issues highlighted by the Quinquennial reports for the Church and Church Hall of 2016. Many of these
issues focused on preventing water ingress, addressing health and safety matters and carrying out
essential repairs, the emphasis being on prevention and stability for the future. We were disappointed
that theft and related vandalism resulted in us having to replace the wall safe, re-glaze the choir vestry
glass and install new cameras. The security aspects of the Church will be further addressed in 2019,
so that we can continue to protect our roofs and property against further incidents. This year we have
also applied Smartwater and photographed our valuables. We are reviewing keys and key holders for
both Church and Church hall.
The Church hall had several fabric issues that needed addressing. This year the fire doors and have
been improved, the boilers have been serviced, the loft ladder repaired, and the internal walls painted.
In addition, most of the lighting inside and out has been upgraded to LED. There are outstanding issues
relating to the external walls and roofs which are under discussion.
On a brighter note, the installation of the new North Doors and the refurbishment of the North Porch
have proved to be a popular and welcome improvement. This has been a major undertaking for us
and we thank David Phillipson for overseeing the final installation and for resolutely ensuring the job
was completed to a high standard. Both the South and North Doors will be treated regularly to ensure
they remain in good condition. A new red carpet has been installed and dedicated; this is also a great
improvement and we thank our donator.
This year we obtained a grant to fund the facilities and outreach of YAGs, which will be instated in
2019. We will now be looking at the provision we provide for the very youngest of our congregation
to the eldest. This will mean addressing the West end of the Church and making it more user-friendly,
safer and fit for purpose. Your suggestions for this area are welcomed. Work on the damp area in this
section of the Church will be incorporated in this plan.
Our vigilance and dedication ensure that we can provide “a warm, comfortable and safe environment
to worship God” and there are many comments to say it is a lovely Church. We will continue to work
towards maintaining this and continue to review our maintenance contracts to ensure we are getting
the best value for money. Would you like to join us and help with this essential provision?
Summary of work for 2018
Porch and North Door: Complete
Sound attenuation floor above the bells: Complete.
Carpet: Legacy donation enabled Church carpet to be replaced – complete.
Heating Boilers: After installation of new boilers at the end of 2017, an annual service contract is now
in place. Complete.
Church Clock: Serviced, but still problems with the hour strike.
Stonework: A window moulding in the West of the Church and in the Church tower have been
repaired.
Churchyard: Maintained by OTC. Repair of Churchyard walls is responsibility of MKDC, whose efforts
to repair them, so far, have been of poor quality. Dialogue continues.
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Shed: Asbestos roof has been inspected and tested (22nd Dec 17) and remedial work to make it stable
will be carried out when the Churchyard walls are complete.
Quinquennial: On-going work continues.
Spring Clean: Completed for 1-2 June 2018.
General Maintenance and Remedial work for both Church and Church Hall: Majority of Health and
Safety issues and repairs addressed.
Security and Alarms: We continue to focus on these issues in line with the requirements of insurance
agents, the need to adequately protect our assets and awareness of thefts locally, across the country
and the diocese. Outline plans are in place and will be further advanced in 2019.
Health and Safety: We will convene a new review in early 2019. Health and Safety is everyone’s
responsibility, so please report any near-misses, incidents or issues to a committee member.
Fire Safety: Now that we have a new incumbent, a new course will be arranged, and fire drill provisions
reviewed.
Draught exclusion to West Door/Lobby: We are still looking for solutions and funding for this area of
the Church.

Music

Lee Dunleavy

Choir
Personnel
Current choir membership is two juniors, seven sopranos, five altos, four tenors, and five basses,
totalling twenty-three singers. With organ scholar and three organists regularly covering services (and
two able to be drawn upon from within the congregation), all remains healthy, though the choir will
be launching a recruitment drive in the coming weeks for additional adult members, especially in the
soprano and alto sections.
Services and Rehearsals
The trend of excellent attendance on the fourth Sunday of the month at both the morning and Choral
Evensong services has continued, and the congregation numbers at Choral Evensong have continued
in their gentle growth. If this trend at Choral Evensong continues, we will need to give consideration
to new seating arrangements, as the Chancel is reaching its full capacity.
Numbers have improved on the first Sunday of the month, and are weakest on the third Sunday of the
month when the service is said rather than sung. Looking at the registers, this means that choir
members attend on average 3 Sunday services a month, which is probably not dissimilar from other
members of the congregation. Wednesday rehearsals continue, and when the Director of Music is not
available, the Organ Scholar is now taking a number of rehearsals, as part of his continuing training.
Library and Robes
Choir robes continue to be well looked-after by choir members. A number of the choir’s hymn books
are showing their age. We were lucky to be able to purchase a good number of sets of music from a
school which was selling its library of choral music during the year. These sets of music were covered
in card and stitched for longevity, so whilst they were second-hand price they are certainly not secondhand condition. The choir’s library is now in very good health, and should easily get the choir through
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a couple of years without any further expenditure. Special thanks go to Ruth Plackett for her sterling
work in so many areas of church life, but especially with the choir, and the care of its personnel, robes,
and music.
Concerts
Last summer’s “Last Night of the Olney Proms” concert was a success on many levels, not least that a
large number of people attended and that a substantial sum of money was raised for church funds.
Following this, and the subsequent revelations about the parish finances, the choir have agreed to
repeat the “Last Night of the Olney Proms” on Saturday 13 July, and in addition a further concert later
in 2019. The April concert is unlikely to bring in the same substantial sum, but it is principally being
given in memory of Ian and Linda Joyce, who have been so generous to the church, and especially the
organ and choral music which they loved so much, over many years.

Organ and Piano
The organ remains in a reasonable state following its “cooking” just over three years ago, though there
were two minor fault recently which were corrected. Where it was previously reliable, it certainly no
longer is in cold weather, and we must continue to remember that damage was done, and that in time
work will be required. The PCC have agreed to have remedial work done on the piano, which will be
carried out when the weather is warmer.
Cathedral Visits and Additional Services
There have been no Cathedral visits this year, as energies were taken up elsewhere during the
interregnum, but a visit is planned for summer 2019. The choir is now available, on basically the same
terms as the bell ringers, for funerals and weddings.
Church Band
From Susan Bailey: Anne Ball enthusiastically rehearses and directs our talented band members and
provides lively music for hymns both old and new. The band plays for services on the second and fifth
Sundays of the month, which often includes the especially energetic choruses, requested by our many
Baptism families. Although last year saw many young people moving on to university and further
study, it is always a joy to see them return during holiday time to swell the numbers. We thank them
all for sharing their time and talents.
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Mix at Six
From Haydn Langley: The Mix at Six service was something of a mixed bag in 2018. We held a few
services during the first half of the year, but numbers were very low. Our projection screen broke
during the summer, so no services were held during the second half of the year. This was replaced in
December, with services resuming in 2019. This is a great service with contemporary music and can
really lift the spirit. Please help us keep this service alive and come along during 2019. Please contact
Haydn Langley if you would like to be involved.

Pancake Day Report for 2018

Haydn Langley
Chairman Pancake Race Committee 2018

Despite all the forecasts promising a cold wet and windy day, Shrove Tuesday (13 February) started
bright and clear. This followed the transformation of the Market Place on the Monday, with the
erection of the Teflon® sponsored marquee and setting up for the breakfast and other events.
Tuesday’s celebrations started at 8am with the Pancake Breakfast cooked by Leslie Waters, ably
assisted by John and Toni from the Bell and Bear. 80 people enjoyed the carefully planned menu
together with a glass of Prosecco. From 9am invited guests started to arrive at the offices of the day’s
main sponsor, Francis Jackson Homes Ltd, for a warm cup of coffee and a briefing on the day’s
itinerary. At this event the committee presented an award to Emily W who had won the Pancake Day
Poster Competition organised by FOLIO (the winning picture is used to promote the event through
posters and forms the cover of the day’s programme.)
By 10am a crowd was gathering, with the chatter of dozens of excited children getting ready for the
Children’s Races along the north side of the Market Place. Pre-School and Nursery little ones were first
to race, finding the whole experience quite daunting. They were followed by Olney Infant Academy in
their distinctive aprons and head scarves, and finally Olney Middle School and Ousedale provided very
competitive races. The invited guests took turns to start these races with the famous Pancake Bell.
The committee extends thanks to these guests, as well as to the teachers and parents for their help in
organising this very popular part of the day.
By now the Market Place was buzzing with activity, with the smell of cooking pancakes wafting around.
It was the school’s half term so there were many more than usual young people about. The Great
Gappo and Magic Man David Pibworth entertained the crowd, with the FOLIO tent keeping the
children amused. The Church Hall, serving pancakes, teas and cakes, was particularly busy.
Inside the marquee it was also extremely busy. The chefs with Lesley Waters were doing a cooking
demonstration, raffle tickets were being sold, programmes distributed, souvenirs, teas and coffees
were on sale, and tombola prizes were being won. From 11am the 21 runners for the main race started
to assemble.
As the clock neared to 11.45am it was action stations for the closing of the High Street in readiness
for our 21 ladies to have photoshoots and for the timing vehicle to get into position. With the course
declared clear and safe, the clock reached 11.55am, and the 2018 Pancake Race was ready to start.
Church Warden Susan Bailey asked the ladies to toss their pancakes, she rang the Pancake Bell in the
time-honoured fashion, indicating the time for the ladies to dash to the Church to be in time for the
Shriving Service.
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The 2018 winner, Katie Godof, was greeted by a large crowd and awarded a kiss from the verger. All
the runners were cheered on their way by crowds lining the route. After photo shoots, interviews and
a Teflon® presentation by Lesley Waters, all the runners, invited guests and many spectators filed into
the Parish Church for the traditional Shriving Service. Since we were in interregnum, the service was
kindly taken by the Revd Peter Ballantine. The Shriving Address was given by Guy Elsmore, the
Archdeacon of Buckingham, and several of the Olney Hymns were sung. At the end of the service our
Deputy Town Mayor, Sally Pezaro, presented the winner with the traditional Olney Hymn Book and
the silver platter from Liberal, Kansas. All the ladies who took part received a goody bag with assorted
prizes.

The Liberal video link in the Church Hall at 7.00pm was of more interest than usual, with our Town
Mayor, Jeremy Rawlings, and his daughter Tamsin, visiting Liberal as our representative. After all the
introductions and pleasantries, it came down to the hard truth that Liberals running time was 3.5
seconds faster than Olney’s.
It is with the help of so many people, far too many to mention individually, we keep this famous
tradition alive. We are indebted to all our sponsors and to all the volunteers on the day, and especially
the Pancake Race Committee members who plan the day’s events and work tirelessly to make it
another great Olney occasion.

Dickens of a Christmas

Pat Pankhurst

Responsibility for organising the Church’s element of this Olney-wide event was again taken on by Pat
Pankhurst, supported by Gill Parker and a team of willing and able helpers, to whom we owe a debt
of thanks for their hard work in organising us all in this important fund-raising event in the Church’s
calendar.
2018 was another very busy Dickens event in the Hall, with the building overflowing with people
wishing to listen to the singing events by local schools. The BBQ and mulled wine stalls reported good
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results once again. The Committee would like to thank all the stall holders and helpers, without whose
support the Church Hall events would not have happened.

Cherry Fair

Haydn Langley

The Cherry Fair Committee, as a sub-committee of the PCC, oversees the organisation and running of
this significant fund-raising event in the Church’s calendar. Under the guidance of Pat Pankhurst, who
stepped in to carry the Committee forward in 2014 and to whom we owe a huge vote of thanks for
her dedication and management, Cherry Fair 2018 combined great weather with a huge amount of
hard work to create an enjoyable, fun day for the people of Olney and the surrounding villages and a
successful fund-raising result to support the church and the work that we do in the local community.
The Cherry Fair Committee gratefully acknowledges the hard work and dedication of its small team of
volunteers and is actively encouraging helpers from the wider Olney Community to make Cherry Fair
2019 an even greater success. This year we gratefully acknowledge the support of the event by The
Cherry Tree who supplied their event BBQ van “The Beech Hut” and a chef which was a huge success.

Looking forward, Cherry Fair 2019 will take place in the Glebe Field on Saturday 15th June and we are
looking for additional helpers to assist with setting up, running and taking down the event. Please
speak to Pat Pankhurst, Tim Haskell or Haydn Langley to see how you can get involved.

Communications

Teresa Riley and Liz Knight

This year, Haydn Langley, who for several years has managed the communications role within the
church single-handed, acquired a small support team and began to induct us into the manifold
mysteries of communications for St Peter and St Paul - spoken, printed, internet and social media.
Teresa Riley began to help with printed communications - preparing the weekly sheets and monthly
sheets for print. But in 2018, some elements that have always been part of the printed
communications remit have had to be deferred for financial reasons. There was no Christmas card
insert in Phonebox, for example.
Liz Knight is working towards sharing church community information more widely - getting onto the
weekly sheet the names of funerals in the coming week or other forthcoming events in church
whether fundraising or with links to the church.
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Liz is particularly keen to encourage more people to join the team as guides (training provided) - to
talk to visitors, and share information about the building itself and key figures in its past. She also
hopes to include more historical items on the church website.
In addition to training his team, Haydn is still co-ordinating the social media and website
communications which continue to be an important element of outreach.

Schools

Revd Janet Lawrence

Rector Andrew has been able to agree to the three schools in Olney allowing him to take Assemblies
regularly –that’s often where he is on Monday’s. This is a great privilege and making such links with
our local schools such an opportunity.
In the north of Milton Keynes is a Federation of five small, rural Church of England schools, from
Newton Blossomville to St Andrews Great Linford. They have one head - quite a challenge. They have
chosen to have a joint service in St Peter and St Paul just after Easter to celebrate their working
together. They have chosen us because I don’t think any of the village churches are big enough!
You may have noticed the thousand children who descended on the Glebe field last May. They came
from many, many schools around to remember and celebrate and learn from the life of John Newton.
The event is called Lifepath and is headed by Scripture Union with tremendous input from the local
Christian schools’ initiatives, Bridgebuilder Trust in Milton Keynes, and Impact in Bedford. It was a
wonderful time, with bubbles sent up into the sky to remember the freedom John Newton and his
campaigners brought to the slaves in his day. In 2019 a few of us will join the team at Elstow
remembering John Bunyan.
School children also take the greatest part in the Holiday Bible Club which some of us support in
August, a very good inter church imitative. Volunteers are always needed and welcome.

Baptisms
Baptism enquiries have remained steady and Gill Parker, as Baptism Co-ordinator, has been a blessing,
supporting the families who come forward whilst dealing with the various aspects of administration.
The baptism team are a group who have also made a huge difference. They welcome and support the
families as they meet for baptism preparation and attend their service, a role in which each of us has
a part. Today in our society it is not easy to bring up children with faith, and the families and new
Christians really do need our support. Please pray for them, support them, attend the Baptism
services, and welcome the families and share in the joy of Christ’s growing family.
Thank you to the baptism preparation and administration team. If you feel that you are able to be part
of the baptism team, and can help support and nurture our new members and their families, then
please contact Gill Parker.

Weddings
The combined numbers of weddings, renewal of vows and marriage blessings have remained fairly
static. Yet it is uplifting to see that for many it is the blessing of God which is important, and sharing it
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with friends in Church. The wedding preparation classes continue to be very popular and a large
number of our wedding couples have chosen to remain part of the Church family, attending services
and events.
Rita Childs as our Wedding Co-ordinator continues to be crucial to the smooth running and planning
of the weddings. Alongside her is the wonderful wedding preparation team of vergers and organists
who work with the ministry team, and as a Church family we are deeply indebted to them. Thanks to
all concerned. If you would like to be part of the wedding team, then please contact the office.

Funerals
Once more we have seen many funerals, several of which were for long-standing members of our
Church family. These occasions are always a time of emotion and sadness, yet they provide us a
tremendous opportunity to walk with the families and friends who are mourning and to share the
gospel of Christ with love and faith. Thank you to the ministry team and our vergers and organists who
work so hard to ensure that the families and friends of those who die are cared for and know the love
of Christ.
On several occasions we have held small services of thanksgiving for those who have been unable to
travel to the services of their friends and families.

Charities

Richard Colson

The Charity Committee is a PCC supported committee that meets each year to review applications for
funding received from members of the church family for charities that they support. In 2018 there
were six nominated charities, The Olney Newton Link, Church Mission Society, Leprosy Mission,
Bridgebuilders Trust, Advantage Africa and Friends of Cobbs Garden Surgery. In addition to the
nominated charities The Childrens Society and Christian Aid were allocated payments as agreed by
previous PCC practice. The nominated charities were assessed and funding agreed for each of them in
accordance by previous PCC practice. For some of the charities the sums of money given by the church
here are a very small part of their incomes but for others the money represents a much larger
percentage of income and consequently they do appreciate the local support to their work.
It is felt that a new approach to the charitable giving be adopted by the church and this needs to be
formulated for the years ahead. This will be worked on by the PCC over the coming months. All of us
on the Charity Committee take a keen interest in the work of the charities and look forward to our
yearly meeting when we are able to review the applications and make our recommendations. As my
time on the PCC is fast coming to an end this will be my last Charity Committee report, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank my fellow committee members for their support and guidance over the
years.

The Bell Ringers

Liz Sheaf and Judy Gay

The sound-proofing project in the tower was completed at the end of the year, and when necessary it
is now possible to make an appreciable reduction in the sound level of the bells in the churchyard and
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surrounding neighbourhood. We welcomed Yvette and Len, two brand new ringers, at the beginning
of the year and they were joined in the autumn by Fenella who was already an established ringer.
At the Cherry Fair in June we were able to run tower visits during the afternoon using a ticket system
for timed 15-minute slots, and this proved to be a very efficient way of avoiding congestion at the foot
of the tower. These tower visits always prove a popular attraction at The Cherry Fair.
We rang for eight weddings during the year, and we had two visiting bands and two peals – one of
which was rung in November to welcome our new Rector, the Revd. Andrew Pritchard-Keens.
Undoubtedly the highlight of the year was
the ringing on Remembrance Sunday, 11th
November. As is our custom we rang the
bells half-muffled before the 10am service
to remember those who had lost their lives
in wartime, but later on at 12.30pm we
joined with towers across the world in
ringing, this time with the muffles
removed, as a sign of thankfulness for the
Armistice one hundred years previously in
1918. This international initiative had the
approval of the Government, the British
Legion, Buckingham Palace and the Central
Council of Church Bellringers (the
governing body of church bellringing
throughout the world). We felt very privileged to be part of this occasion; it was a truly moving and
memorable event for all those who took part, and we were delighted to see that 100 local people
reacted to it favourably on social media when it was posted on the Olney Noticeboard site later that
day.

Knitty Stitchers

Gill Noon

Knitty Stitchers meet in the Church on the first and third Thursdays of the month and we are thriving
with 24 members.
We had successful stalls at Dickens of a Christmas (raising almost £500) and also on Pancake Day, all
monies raised were given to the Church. In the summer we choose a charity project for which we
make items; last year we made 70 Trauma Teddies to be given to the Police, Ambulance and Fire
Brigade who keep them in their vehicles to bring comfort to children involved in accidents or traumas.
Last year we made the Dickensian Mice which were placed in the towns shop windows for the
Christmas competition. The winner who managed to discover them all was rewarded with a prize of a
box of chocolates during the Crib Service.
We welcome anyone who would like to join in our fun and fellowship. Please contact either Gill Noon
on 01234 240187 or Annie Jeavons on 01234 711419.
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Young Adults Group (YAGS)

Sarah Page

Yags meet every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month during term time, 7-9pm in the Church Hall. This
group is for Secondary School aged young people. It is a chance to for the youth to meet together to
share stories and reflect on Christ and Christianity in the modern world. We discuss topics that are
relevant to the youth and often go off on a tangent as they ask questions that sometimes leads to a
debate between themselves. We love to play games and eat snacks each week as well.
We also love to go out and enjoy time together socially as a group. Each term we have a social event.
This year we have played Pirate Golf and been out for a yummy meal at The Olney Kitchen.
During the Summer of 2018, some of us went off to Peterborough to Soul Survivor, a Christian youth
camp. We had great fun in the big worship sessions which happened in the mornings and evenings,
went to several seminars and most importantly enjoyed spending time together in the camp, cooking
and playing games.

We have a great team that work together to lead YAGS who share a passion for sharing the love of
Christ with the young people. We would welcome new leaders to the team. If you are interested
please contact Rebecca Rushton or Will Trevitt.

Moment on Monday

Basil Margrave

In September 2015 I wrote in the Parish Magazine that “Moment on Monday”, started by Rena
Partridge, had been a very successful venture, with a regular attendance of about twenty. Regrettably
over the last few years many of the original founding members have either died or moved away and
by December 2018 the attendance to our little group had fallen to about six!
We have been very fortunate that during those years, support was given regularly by Claire, Thelma
and Janet but in January it was decided to cancel all future meetings until either we actively found
more people to join the group or our new Rector came up with a different approach to the problem.
I am sure that there are still many people in Olney, of any denomination, that have trouble getting to
church because of mobility problems, even though we can arrange transport to and from the church.
Meantime, with great sadness, our group no longer meets.
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Church Mice

Laraine Coney

Where and When: Thursdays at 10.30am – 11.30am in the Church for children under 5 and their
parents or carers.
'We're Church Mice, join us for Fun!
Each session is based on a story from the Bible, using the Christian cycle of Seasons and Festivals. A
challenge for this year has been to adapt our crafts to suit younger children, as the majority of our
children are aged under two and a half. Our time together also includes singing praise songs and
nursery rhymes, music making, playtime, refreshments, sharing news, celebrating birthdays and quiet
time with thanksgiving prayer.
During the year our activities have included a mini pancake race, Easter cake making, an outdoor
shared picnic lunch, decorating the Christmas tree, and a Christmas party.
Church Mice continues to flourish attracting new families almost week by week. It has been gratifying
to hear that most people start coming through the personal recommendations from other mums.
We were delighted to welcome Revd Andrew and his family to Church Mice in the autumn; their
support gives us all great joy!
Thank you to Susan Heron who co-ordinates a small group of volunteers. We usually have four
volunteers at each session.

Tea/Refreshments

Liz Sheaf

The tea/coffee and refreshments, that are available at the beginning/end of services remain as
popular as ever, with Susan and Andrew’s cakes eagerly anticipated. A drink after all the singing, is
always welcome. An average of £6 is received in donations. We would like to add to this team, can
you spare an hour on a Sunday every few months. Please get in touch.

Church Cleaning

Susan Bailey
Behind the scenes a team of ladies and gents help us to spring
clean the church each year. This year we had all the gratings up
and found five years of dust, but only a few pound coins and no
false teeth! In between a dedicated team of cleaners and
vacuumers organised by Ann Thomas and June Ward, ensure we
sparkle for the rest of the year. The comments we get about our
wonderful church building is testament to all those hardworking people who keep it looking so beautiful. There are also
those who tirelessly wash and keep repaired and cleaned our
church linens and cloths, and the many found clearing up after
events. You are wonderful. Thank you.
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Grace Home Group

Janet Lawrence

We meet almost every week at 7:30pm in a welcoming home and enjoy several things together.
One is just meeting up, sharing news –and praying for each other and those we love.
We are also serious in our desire to learn more from the Bible. We enjoy what we do and share many
laughs. We each have something to contribute to the discussion and try to look at what God wants for
us today, through his Word. We usually follow some published notes which lead us in our study - but
we don’t always agree with what they say, or each other!
Recently we have looked at the gospel of Luke and then gone on to Acts, which Luke wrote to tell of
the early Church. This led to us looking briefly at Paul’s letters to the early churches.
In Lent we followed Bishop Steven’s course based on the Beatitudes. I’m not sure where we are going
next but I pray we shall continue to enjoy God’s word and grow in faith.
We welcome anyone who would like to come along. Contact Janet on 240568 for more information.

Listening Ear

Revd Thelma Shacklady

The Listening Ear is now well-established, operating each week after the 10.00am Service. It continues
to be an important resource, a safe place where anyone can share their hopes, fears or problems
confidentially. It can even be a place for a quiet conversation, away from the more generalised chat
over coffee. It is also an opportunity to come for prayer – for a particular need or maybe in celebration
or to give thanks.
Although not used every week – and perhaps not sufficiently advertised, so that occasional visitors
may be unaware of its existence – it is an important and integral part of our church network,
supplementing the clergy and ministry team, members of which may not always be available when a
need arises.
The Listening Ear is available for anyone, and I trust that it will continue to be of benefit for those who
use it.

Preaching Group

Haydn Langley

The Authorised Preachers continue to contribute
towards the ministry of the Church, most notably at
the Mix at Six services.
Through 2018 several the Authorised Preachers
have continued their contribution to the ministry team by preaching at the Sunday 8.30am and 10am
services, as well as some of the festival services. This was particularly during the interregnum prior to
the arrival of Revd Andrew Pritchard-Keens.
The Preaching Group (as the Authorised Preachers call themselves) are a valuable addition to the
Ministry Team, and are gratefully acknowledged for their support.
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The Olney Flower Arrangers

Ann Minney

The Olney Church Flower Arrangers are a group of ladies who
love flowers, and decorating our beautiful Church gives us great
pleasure. Unfortunately we are all ladies, but men would be
most welcome. We are all ages, and range from highly skilled to
beginners.
The highlights of last year were preparing flowers for the Easter
Cross and arranging flowers for brides at their weddings. We are
looking forward to Easter, Weddings and Christmas.
If anyone would like to join our happy band, please contact Ann
Minney on 240907. You will be most welcome.

Christian Aid

Sally and Malcolm Jones

Most of our Christian Aid fundraising for 2018 took place
during Christian Aid week, the second week of May. This
has been supported in Olney for more than 25
continuous years.
Although House-to-House envelope collecting has
declined nationally over the last five years, it is still a
significant activity for Christian Aid in Olney and in 2018 raised £1,745.29. Although there has been a
small but steady decline from our 2015 peak, this is still a substantial fundraising effort. Our thanks to
all our collectors who rise to the considerable challenge of bearing witness in this way. We additionally
held a collection on the market place (raising £34.73) and a successful cream tea (raising £328.31) last
Christian Aid week, bringing the total for the week’s activities to £2,108.33. Thanks so much to
everybody who helped with or supported these activities.
Phil Evans, Christian Aid’s Buckinghamshire Regional Coordinator, spoke at Tea and Talk in June and
Phil will be back on Sunday 19th May, at the end of this year’s Christian Aid Week, to speak at Mix at
Six. We shall be organising a social event beforehand where you can meet Phil – watch this space.
Additionally, Kate Danks from Christian Aid will be speaking at the Everyone Together and Baptism
Service on 12th May on the theme of ‘we believe in life after birth’, focusing on childbirth in Sierra
Leone as an example of the support provided by Christian Aid.
A Harvest Lunch was held in September, which raised £352.86 for Christian Aid, an amount which was
quadrupled by matching EC funding to give Christian Aid an additional £1,411.44. Thanks again to
everyone who helped or supported this lunch and thanks also to Andrew Geary and Andrew PritchardKeens for their entertaining and profitable auction of produce at the lunch!
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Christian Aid is supported by the Church Tithing and an additional cheque for £613.78 was received
from the Church in January 2019 for the 2018 period. Including this Tithing, the total raised for
Christian Aid in 2018 was £3,074.97, plus the £1,411.44 matching funding.
This year’s Christian Aid Week runs from 12th to 18th May. If you would like to find out more you can
go to https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week or contact Sally or Malcolm, who would be
pleased to talk about how you can support Christian Aid in Olney.

Children’s Society

Nicole Colson

The Christingle service for 2018 took place on the 25th November. The Christingle service is held in aid
of the Children’s Society, the national charity run by the Church of England. Part of the charity’s work
involves funding local projects which help children and young people when they are at their most
vulnerable.
In a change to previous years the Christingle Service was preceded by Mulled Wine, cakes and mince
pies. The arrangements for the service were undertaken by a larger group of helpers this year who
met weekly at the Soultime café to plan and prepare in welcoming surroundings. I am very grateful to
all those who took the time to help prepare and participate in the service.
Attendance was up at the service compared to 2017 and a fantastic total of £196.89 was raised. I also
wish to give a huge thank you to all box holders for the charity. The money raised from boxes for 2018
was £216, a slight decrease on the previous year. If anyone feels they could put aside a little spare
change through the year, and would like to support the Children’s Society, boxes are always available
from me. No matter how small the amount saved, together it all adds up!
The Society also benefitted from the PCC tithed giving in 2018 with just over £1,000 being given in
total for 2018.

SoulTime Programme – Community Mission
The SoulTime Mission programme continues to be at the heart of our community, in which we serve
as Disciples of Christ, joining with others from different churches and agencies to make a positive
difference in our community.

SoulTime Café

Revd Thelma Shacklady

Where and When: Thursdays during school term time, 3.30pm-6.00pm in the Church Hall.
Originally intended as a place where teenagers may meet in comfort and safety, the cafe now caters
for all ages. It is a place where families come, activities for younger children making it attractive to
parents.
It is staffed by young people of Secondary school age; they learn not only how to make milk shakes,
hot drinks and snacks, but also how to relate to the public and to work as a team. Several of them help
with the catering for our church fund-raising activities, notably Dickens of a Christmas and the Cherry
Fair. Working in the cafe has proved so popular that there is a waiting list, and it is a port of call for
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those taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme. This year, for the first time there is a team of adult
supervisors, enabling this task to be shared which is of benefit to all concerned.
Every effort is made to provide an attractive venue, with subdued lighting and strategically grouped
seating making it a friendly place to meet people and enjoy the refreshments served by its young staff.

SoulTime Memory Club

Tory Kermeen

Where and When: 1st Friday of the month, 1.30pm-3.00pm in the Church Hall.
Memory club is open to anyone that would benefit from help with mild to more significant memory
loss.
The session lasts for 1 ½ hours from 1.30-3pm. We initially have tea, coffee and biscuits and a catch
up. We often do an activity or activities based around a theme that will help with discussing past
events, interests, time in history, or significant events. For example, in November our theme was
music. We talked about our favourite music, and listened to and sang along to music, with some
dancing as well.
More recently we held a Beetle Drive, which was
thoroughly enjoyed, with everyone participating well.
Next Month we are doing Fruity Friday – looking at lots of
different types of fruit and having a go at trying them.
Alongside these activities we are making memory books,
so that participants can add to this information such as
who is in their family, their likes and dislikes etc.
We will generally end the session with a physical activity
that everyone can participate in, that encourages
movement and co-ordination, as well as being fun. For
example, trying to keep a balloon up in the air, or blowing
a feather around the circle. We are hoping to learn a hand
jive in April.
After dwindling numbers last year, these have started to
increase again. This has been enormously helped by Sue
Levitt, from Cobbs Garden Surgery. She recommends the
group to patients she is working with, attends the sessions, taking down key information, and has
been helpful in the planning for this year. We have had a number of new participants in the last few
months, and there is no more a mix of both men and women. We have a stable group of helpers, both
from this church and also from the catholic church.
We always welcome new members of the group and anyone is encouraged to come and try it out for
a session and see what they think. Also, if anyone would like to support the group we always welcome
anyone trying it out to see if this is something that they would like to be involved with.
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SoulTime Breakfast

Revd Thelma Shacklady

Where and When: 1st Saturday of the month, 8.00am-10.00am in the Church Hall.
Originally intended as a ‘one-off’ social occasion for the
congregation, the breakfast is now well established as a
monthly, well-supported gathering for all who wish to enjoy
a cooked meal to start the day. It welcomes all comers and
is blessed by a team of cooks working on a rota to ensure
that there is no over-dependence on any individual.
The cooked breakfast is supplemented by juice, tea and
coffee, toast and marmalade, all on a self-service basis.
Those who are gluten-intolerant are catered for, as are
those who request decaffeinated drinks. There is no charge,
just a donation is asked for. It is a good opportunity for
meeting socially in pleasant, cheerful surroundings.
We also held a special Harvest Breakfast on 6th October with
special extra treats. It was well received and attended.

SoulTime Soup Lunch

Laraine Coney

Where and When: Thursdays 11.30am in the Church for children under 5 and their parents or carers.
Gill Burfitt has cooked and served gallons of her scrumptious homemade vegetarian soup during this
year - thank you!
The soup and bread lunch is available for the children, their parents/carers and volunteers attending
Church Mice sessions. The lunch is served immediately following every Church Mice session. It is much
appreciated by all and the cost is covered by voluntary donations.

SoulTime Christmas Lunches

Pat Pankhurst

Olney Church Hall on Christmas Eve was a hubbub of activity with gifts being wrapped, food being
sorted into boxes, trees being decorated and the vegetables being peeled for the Christmas Day Lunch.
12 Santa sacks were stuffed full of gifts and the Revd Thelma Shacklady (despite the hectic time of
year for her) took on the role of Santa and delivered them to families around Olney along with food
parcels.
On Christmas Day in the Church Hall we brought together over 39 people - they ranged from single
people, couples and young families. The ages ranged from two to over 92. We also delivered four
meals on wheels to people who were housebound. Each guest at the lunch left with a gift and also
sandwiches for their tea.
With amazing support this year from Olney is Kind, this Christmas was the best ever. Monies have also
been received through donations which will go into a discretionary fund to support people throughout
the year.
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We have also worked with other organisations in giving out food parcels for families who were going
through a difficult time; we were also contacted for assistance by Community Christmas which then
enabled two people to spend Christmas with others when we collected them from surrounding
villages. It was good to see our volunteers sit and talk with our guests and friendships were formed
that we are sure these will continue throughout the coming year.
None of this would be possible without all the donations we receive – whether money or food and
gifts. We are so grateful to all of you who donated this year. Plus a massive thank-you to everyone
that volunteered their time to help us – from taking the time to promote our cause and collecting
items to coming to help us wrap gifts and peel the vegetables, to those who also gave their time of
Christmas Day - we really do appreciate this time. It is great to be part of a community that wants to
work together to make life better for those less fortunate.
We would like to give a special thanks to Pastures Farm for their wonderful turkey joints, Olney
Butchers for helping with the pork and ham joints, Harvest for their vegetables, Wildleaf for their kind
gifts and cheese board. We had tins and packets collected not only in Olney Parish Church but also
thanks to Fitter Life (a local fitness club) who collected items at their classes.
Our appeal may only be small but if we can make the Christmas of one person, one family or a handful
of people, we believe it is worth doing. Roll on 2019 - please support us, every little helps and as we
keep growing we are reaching more and more families and folk that need our help.

Safeguarding

Richard Colson

I am sure that for many of you “Safeguarding” is a word heard on the radio or TV news when young
or vulnerable people are talked about and the risks they face in today’s society. In reality, we here in
Olney play our part in Safeguarding the young and vulnerable in our church setting. All the helpers
and leaders of our groups working with young people are required to be checked and verified that
they are eligible to work within the settings. We do this through an application form and references
but also a DBS check as well. A Disclosure and Baring Service check is required for every volunteer
working with each group. It is a legal and church requirement and failure to complete the checks leaves
us, as a PCC, at risk. We have now moved to completing the DBS checks online. The church
administrator, Pat, requests the applicant complete the necessary online application and I verify the
documentation required to prove their identity. The online DBS checking has speeded up the process
considerably and the results can be back within just a couple of days.
As well as completing DBS verifications safeguarding also means ensuring that we are a church are
complying with the latest best practice and procedures for dealing with young people and vulnerable
adults. We are helped by a very good Diocesan website and staff at Church House. They run online
and face to face training for parishes and where necessary or recommended training is identified
people will be asked to complete the training.
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APPENDIX
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parishioners
On Sunday 29 April 2018 in Church at 10.45am.
1. Opening Prayers led by Revd Thelma Shacklady.
2. Welcome. Haydn Langley welcomed everyone to the Parishioners meeting. Haydn Langley
proposed and Tim Haskell seconded that David Phillipson chair the meeting in the absence of a
Rector.
3. Attendance and Apologies for Absence. There were 58 roll members of the parish present.
Apologies were received from Tory Kermeen, Andrew Geary, Caroline Eglinton, Rachel Lintern,
Andrew Heron, Jonathan Heron, Malcolm and Sally Jones.
Before the meeting commenced David Phillipson made a statement with regard to the number
of Church Wardens.
Since 2013 it had been practice for the church to have 3 or 4 wardens, these being elected at the
annual meeting and sworn in. In the last 10 days this position has been questioned and various
measures and papers have been read with regards to rules, requirements and regulations.
After conversations with Revd Claire Wood, the Archdeacon’s Office and the Bishop, it has been
confirmed that no special measures were granted to Olney to have more than two wardens.
Under these circumstances, Kevin Wiseman has agreed to stand down and become an Assistant
Church Warden and a member of the PCC. A fourth candidate who had agreed to stand as
warden has now agreed to withdraw.
4. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting Held on 24 April 2016. Minutes having been circulated
before the meeting were proposed by Haydn Langley and seconded by Kevin Wiseman. The
minutes were approved and signed by David Phillipson.
5. Election of Churchwardens. Nominations were received for David Phillipson and Susan Bailey.
Non-elected assistant wardens were named as Malcolm Jones, Roger Hull, Tim Haskell, Haydn
Langley and Kevin Wiseman. There were 3 abstentions to the vote of approval of the election of
wardens.
6. Appointment of Tellers. Haydn Langley, Susan Bailey and Stuart Ayling were appointed.
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Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 29 April 2018
1.

To approve the Minutes of the APCM Meeting held on 23 April 2017. The Minutes, having
been circulated before the meeting, proposed by Susan Bailey and seconded by Kevin
Wiseman. There were three abstentions. Minutes were approved and signed by DP

2.

Matters arising. Basil Margrave reported that he had raised the matter of the sound system
at the last meeting and asked if anything had been done about it. DP apologised and stated
that this had not been raised at a PCC meeting. Basil Margrave stated that he was not able
to access the loop in the church as his NHS hearing aids no longer offered this facility. Ann
Minney and Peter Harrison stated that they both had difficulty hearing anything if they were
sat in the choir pews. David Phillipson promised to put this on the agenda for the next PCC
meeting.

3.

Electoral Roll Officers Verbal Report. Ann Thomas was pleased to report that there were
220 members on roll. It was noted that next year everyone would need to register again.

4.

Annual Report, Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements of The Parochial Church
Council. DP introduced Stuart Ayling who had taken over as the Treasurer. Stuart Ayling
stated that there had been a rapid changeover of treasurers. This had meant that it was back
to cross-checking with bank statements and cheque books etc. The accounts had been with
the auditors for the last three weeks and we had not yet received a report back.
The church is financially doing very well compared to others. There are trends and we need
to ensure that these are watched. Stuart Ayling stated that we need to make the accounts
easier to read, continue to repair the church and invest the church assets.
The Church Hall has broken even. Stuart Ayling reported that last year we had a £40,000
legacy left to the church. The accounts are showing a debtor of £40,000 under income and
this was the monies to repair the boiler. This invoice was not presented until mid-January
2018.
If anyone wants to contact Stuart Ayling then his e-mail address is treasurer@olney.church
and if anyone wants to ask questions, then they are welcome to do so through this route.
Tim Daily queried an entry on the Church Hall and Stuart Ayling noted this.
Tim Daily stated that he had noted that Canada trip had expenditure of £21,000 and only an
income of £16,000 where did the balance come from? Haydn Langley reported that the cost
of the trip was met by fund raising, donations and personal payments and that the money
was spent on flights, accommodation, food and other expenses. Monies had also come from
Mission Opportunity Fund which is used for Mission and Church work.
If anyone wants to see how the Parish Share monies are spent there is a good video to watch
on the Oxford Diocese website.
Brian Lintern questioned monies in the Endowment Fund and monies that have been spent
and whether it should be returned to that fund. Discretionary Fund – Brian Lintern
questioned whether monies in this fund should be part of the assets of the church as the
monies were disbursed solely by the Incumbent as this was not evident in the report.
Brian Lintern wondered whether the church, having learned its lesson finding the £40,000
for the new boiler, should it not be looking at a policy of allocation of funds to replace this
over say the course of the next eight years. (Full report available on the files).
Discussion took place on whether all members of the PCC had approved the Treasurers
Report at the last meeting. DP reported that it was approved by the majority of the PCC but
there were abstentions and that the reasons behind these had been addressed.
Stuart Ayling reported that he intended to go to the Diocese to talk to them about the
Endowment Fund.
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Stuart Ayling confirmed that he wanted to simplify the accounts and to see more
explanations as to the allocation of the monies.
David Phillipson reported that the views that were raised at the PCC have been raised with
the auditor in full.
Stuart Ayling thanked those who had helped; Ken Noon for the Gift Aid applications and
other money matters, Pat Pankhurst for the daily payment of invoices and updates, and to
David Phillipson for his patience in getting the accounts right and to balance. Stuart Ayling
stated that he now had offers of help with the accounts.
Lisa Geary stated that she had been there having undertaken church accounts and taking
over from other people is never easy.
Revd Thelma Shacklady asked why SoulTime was not shown in the accounts. Pat Pankhurst
commented that when this was set up, the Rector at the time stated that she wanted them
as part of the general fund.
Tim Daily asked about the £14,000 in the Church Hall account, whether any monies is being
set aside for works. Susan Bailey stated that work needs to be completed in line with the
Quinquennial and that this money will be drawn from to cover this. David Phillipson stated
that budgets were on the agenda for the church hall meeting shortly.
David Phillipson thanked Stuart Ayling for all the work he had done, it’s not easy to take over
from not one but two past treasurers.
Fully audited accounts will be presented at an Extraordinary APCM for approval shortly.
5.

Reports
Churchwardens, Deanery Synod, Church and Parish Groups
Reports proposed by Tim Haskell and seconded by Kevin Wiseman. There were two
abstentions. David Phillipson thanked all those who helped with smooth running of the
church.

6.

Election of PCC Members.
DP reported that we were allowed 12 lay representatives on the PCC. Four were already
elected: Loraine Coney, Sally Gallimore, Sarah Page and Teresa Riley.
Two existing members agreed to stand again, having already completed their three years:
Judy Gay, Tory Kermeen.
The following have been proposed and seconded: Kevin Wiseman, Tim Daily, Coral Bex and
Susan Heron.
We do not require any elections in accordance with Church Representation Rules.
This was approved by all.
Ruth Ayling asked if anyone else could go be elected. David Phillipson stated that he had
asked and Ruth Ayling said she would like to stand. Ruth Ayling was approved by all.
David Phillipson said a prayer for all the new PCC.

7.

Deanery Synod representatives. David Phillipson stated that the dates of election of the
Deanery Synod Representatives were incorrect; it was 2015 instead of 2017. Subject to
election, David Phillipson, Richard Colson and Malcolm Jones are willing to stand.
Proposed by Haydn Langley and seconded by Coral Bex. All were in favour and there were no
abstentions.
DP stated that he was also the Newport Deanery representative to the Oxford Diocesan
Synod and that he would be making himself available for re-election if asked.
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8.

Election of Sidespeople. A list of those persons prepared to serve was read out by David
Phillipson who then proposed their election. Seconded and carried unanimously.

9.

Appointment of Independent Examiner. Stuart Ayling proposed that Jonathan Vowles be
asked to continue. Seconded by Tim Daily and carried unanimously.

10.

Rector’s Report. In the absence of a rector, Haydn Langley gave a brief report. Claire Wood
has been missed. Curates in training have moved on, Tim Dawson in 2017. Coralie has
moved to SCAN, Sisters Helena and Alison had moved to Scotland.
Thanks should go to those that assist with preaching, to Rebecca Rushton, Roger Hull and
Peter Eglinton. To Ruth Plackett and Coral Bex for their support of the services in any way.
Revd Peter Ballantine has also stood in to cover.
Numbers have been down but it is hoped then when the new Rector arrives that the
numbers will once again grow.
Mix at Six is loud and modern and it is what the youngsters enjoy, we used to get 30 to 40
but now the numbers are about 9. Haydn Langley encouraged those who had not attended
to come along.
Trip to Canada: Haydn Langley reported that he was unsure of what to expect before the
trip. The church visited was in an area of drugs, alcoholism and very deprived. From the visit,
groups have formed in the Canada church and regular updates are received by Facebook.
In 2017 we completed 700 Acts of Kindness, have finished the Sensory Garden at the Church
Hall. SoulTime cafe, Memory Club and SoulTime Soup flourish. Thanks go to the people who
play in the band, clean the church, to the bellringers, the PCC, the wardens and all that
contribute to the life of the church.
We look forward to welcoming the new Rector, Andrew Pritchard-Keens.

11.

Any Other Business and Date of the next APCM
Lisa Geary asked whether the church was ready for GDPR. Haydn Langley stated that he had
recently attended a course. Forms will be going out under the Freedom of Information Act.
Elizabeth Knight asked that the church supports Parish Evensong on the 2nd Sunday of the
month. Haydn Langley said that this could be another service you go to.
Michael Ball said that we should thank Thelma Shacklady and Janet Lawrence for all they
have done for the church.
Susan Bailey expressed thanks to Rebecca Rushton who was retiring as PCC Secretary, Pat
Pankhurst, Gill Parker, Janet Lawrence, Thelma Shacklady and especially to Alison Langley
who has supported Haydn over the last year as Senior Warden.
David Phillipson raised a further point; with an Electoral Role of 220 the church is entitled to
have a maximum of 15 members on the PCC. The breakdown is six representatives for more
than 50 church members, nine representatives for 100 members or more, and then three
more for every subsequent 100 members. David Phillipson proposed that we raise the
number of PCC members to 15 should it be felt necessary from the next APCM in 2019. This
was seconded by Haydn Langley. There was one vote against and two abstentions.
David Phillipson thanked Haydn Langley who had now completed five years phenomenal
work as Church Warden. Haydn Langley stated that it had been pretty special.
The date of the next meeting will be 14 April 2019.

12.

Closing Prayers were led by Revd Thelma Shacklady.
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Minutes of the EAPCM held on the 21st October 2018
There were 39 people presented
Apologies were received from: Jonathan Heron, Andrew Heron, Brian Lintern, Rachel Lintern, Gill
Parker, Rod Parker and Tim Daily.
David Phillipson welcomed everyone to the EAPCM and stated that there were only two items on
the agenda: the appointment of independent examiners and the annual statement of accounts for
2017. At the APCM held on the 29th April 2018 people may recall that the accounts were not signed
off by the independent examiner.
The accounts have now been revised and subsequent work has been carried out to make various
changes.
At the APCM on the 29th April it was announced that next years APCM would be held on 14th April
2019. This date is actually Palm Sunday and the date would now be 28th April 2019.
DP stated that in accordance with procedures he had given notice of the EAPCM two weeks ago on
the 7th October 2018 and this had appeared on the main door and also at the back of the church.
Revised accounts and also a revised report had been made available on the table at the back of the
church.
1. APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER
DP proposed that DNG of Billing Road, Northampton be appointed the Independent Examiners for
the accounts for 2018 onwards. DNG specialise in church accounts and charity-based accounts and
are happy to undertake this work.
Proposed by Lisa Geary and seconded by Susan Bailey.
One abstention by Roger Hull.
2. ADOPTION OF 2017 ACCOUNTS
DP stated that since the APCM, Lisa Geary had taken over as the PCC Treasurer and Pat Pankhurst as
PCC Secretary.
DP asked whether there were any questions?
Revd Shacklady asked for a public apology for the distress caused by the investigation into the
finances for Mission Canada.
DP stated that he would like to apologise as the Senior Warden and acting Chair of the PCC for the
distress caused by the investigation into this. DP confirmed that there was nothing untoward in the
accounts for Mission Canada and this matter is now closed. If any other apologies are required,
please do let DP know.
Revd Andrew Pritchard Keens stated that he was sorry if people were hurt in any way during this and
by the way it had been carried out. AP-K was available to meet, listen to any concerns that anyone
has.
DP stated that the accounts have been presented to the last PCC with no objections and signed off
on the 9th October 2018 by the Independent Examiner. The accounts need to be with the Charity
Commission by the 31st October 2018.
DP Proposed that the 2017 accounts be adopted. Proposed by Lisa Geary and seconded by Tory
Kermeen. Accounts for 2017 approved by all present.
The meeting closed at 11.44 am
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