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Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
For the year ended 31 December 2017. 

Administrative Information 
St Peter and {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ, Olney, and is part of the Diocese of Oxford 

within the Church of England. The correspondence address is:  

The Church Office, St Peter aƴŘ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ hƭƴŜȅ, MK46 4AD.  

Under the terms of Section 3 of the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 the Parochial 

Church Council (PCC) is a body corporate. The PCC received formal confirmation that it was 

registered with the Charity Commission on 3rd February 2010. 

PCC members who have served from 1 January 2017 until the date this report was approved: 

Rector  The Revd Claire Wood (to September 2017) 

Curates  The Revd Coralie Mansfield 

The Revd Tim Dawson 

(to September 2017) 

(to March 2017) 

LLM  Mr Andrew Geary 

Mr David Richbell 

 

Churchwardens  Mr Tim Haskell 

Mr Haydn Langley 

Mrs Susan Bailey 

Mr David Phillipson 

Mr Kevin Wiseman 

(to APCM 2017) 

 

 

 

(from APCM 2017) 

Assistant Wardens  Mr Malcolm Jones 

Mr Roger Hull 

Mr Tim Haskell 

 

 

(from APCM 2017) 

PCC Secretary  Mrs Rebecca Rushton   

Treasurer  Mr Malcolm Jones 

Mr Tim Pemberton 

Mr Stuart Ayling 

(to APCM 2017) 

(from APCM 2017 to November 2017) 

(from November 2017) 

Representatives on 

Deanery Synod 

 Mr Mark Saunders 

Mr Malcolm Jones 

Mr David Phillipson 

Mr Richard Colson 

(to APCM 2017) 

(from APCM 2015) 

(from APCM 2015)  

(from APCM 2015) 

Elected Members  Mrs Coral Bex 

Mrs Laraine Coney 

Mrs Sarah Daley 

Mrs Sally Gallimore 

Mrs Judy Gay 

Mrs Victoria Kermeen 

Mrs Sarah Page 

Mr Rod Parker 

Mrs Lindsey Pemberton 

Ms Teresa Riley 

Mrs Liz Sheaf 

(to APCM 2017) 

(from APCM 2017) 

(to November 2017) 

(from APCM 2017) 

(from APCM 2015) 

(from APCM 2015) 

(from APCM 2017) 

(to APCM 2017) 

(APCM 2017 to November 2017) 

(from APCM 2017) 

(to APCM 2017) 
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Structure, Governance and Management 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. All 

Church attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. 

Ordained deacons or priests who move on retirement are not eligible to register or stand for 

election. 

Members of the PCC are aware of potential risks both financial and otherwise that might occur 

either in the Church or in the Church Hall. They have taken appropriate action to control and 

minimise these risks. 

The only committee established by statute is the Standing Committee consisting of the Rector, 

Wardens, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Objectives and Activities 
{ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ t// are representatives of the Church membership who have the 

responsibility of cooperating with the incumbent and the Churchwardens in promoting in the 

ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. 

They also have responsibility for the management of the Church Hall. 

Church Attendance 
Average attendance - this is calculated from the registers of the Church, and includes Church Mice 

and Harvest services. 

Service Attendance Adults Children* Total 

Average weekly (including Sunday) 181 45 226 

Total attendance October 2017 842 318 1160 

*It should be noted there were school service cancellations due to the snow. 

Review of the Year 2017 

The PCC met five times during 2017. This review provides an overview of the most significant 

activities overseen by the PCC. 

The Church continues to welcome visitors from many different countries, and the doors are always 

ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ! ōǊƛŜŦ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ǘŜƭƭǎ ŀ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

church from far and wide, as well as nearer home. Every year we also welcome many people to our 

άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 

Our Church buildings are in constant use and it is often a challenge to squeeze anything extra into 

their availability. As listed buildings they have been given an added momentum, with various 

Mission projects alongside our regular services. We are grateful that these additional activities 

manage to run and keep a balance in terms of expenditure versus income. The operational costs of 

our buildings are solely dependent on our stewardship and regular giving by our members, our joint 

members, and friends from the town fundraising committee efforts through Dickens, Cherry Fair and 

the Pancake Race, as well as grant applications for specific large fabric maintenance items. Without 

the gifts and support from you, our parishioners, neither the Church nor the Church Hall would be 

able to function. 

In 2016 we launched the 700 Acts of Kindness challenge to celebrate the 700th anniversary of the 

granting of a charter to Olney to hold an annual fair. Each act of kindness was represented by a 

button placed in the clear bucket at the back of the Church ς and the target was achieved! The 
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challenge was also taken up by the 1st Olney Guides, and they put together a folder of their Acts of 

Kindness. This was presented to churchwarden Haydn Langley at one of their meetings. One of the 

guides also presented a full jar of pennies, with every penny representing an act of kindness. This 

was a wonderful gesture taken on by others outside the immediate family of the church. 

     

Our SoulTime mission programme continues to be an amazing gift to the community. With so many 

of our members working voluntarily and working with other churches and agencies we continue to 

make a difference. The Soultime Café has been through a difficult period with adult supervision, so if 

anyone feels they have the time and the ability to take part and contribute to this wonderful 

programme, please contact the Church Office or a warden. This year we also saw the official opening 

of the Soultime Sensory Garden. This is a wonderful space of peace and calm, and our thanks are 

extended to all who came together to make this possible. 

Within the community we have continued to show our support with events such as the combined 

churches Palm Sunday service and Holiday Bible Club. The Pancake Race and Shriving service always 

bring in large numbers and are welcomed. Schools and young people continued to be a focus, and 

this year we have been part of the Easter and Christmas Cracked programmes led by Bridgebuilder 

Trust. We also worked with Scripture Union and the other churches in Olney to take part in Lifepath. 

Music is always a blessing in our church, and there were several concerts this year by our choir, 

Olney Brass, our organists and our young people. Thanks must be given to all who support the 

Church in its musical provision - our director of music Lee Dunleavy, organists Alvise Pelligerini and 

Roger Palmer, and our organ scholars Michael Chamberlain and Matthew Lavender. Also thanks to 

Anne Ball and the Sunday moǊƴƛƴƎ ōŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ aƛȄ ŀǘ {ƛȄ άōŀƴŘέ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ {ƻǇƘƛŜ ²ƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

sometimes assisted by Chris Hobson, but ended when Sophie moved away in September. Music for 

the Mix at Six services is now provided through video. 

The bells are regularly rung for the 10am church services and special services, and are both familiar 

and welcoming. This year work commenced on fitting the new floor above the belfry which meant 

there were no visiting ringers and there were a reduced number of peals. However the ringers 

continued to ring for our services. 

The Ministry Team continues to work hard and support our community in times of hardship, grief 

and in joy. We are very grateful for all that they do, including that which is frequently undeclared 

behind the scenes. We celebrated with Sister Helena (Revd Dr Helena Barrett) who had her 40th 

anniversary of ordination at a special service in January. However this year was especially 
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challenging as we said goodbye to so many who have been at the forefront of our spiritual growth 

and leadership. We said farewell to Sister Helena Barrett and Sister Alison Joy Whybrow who moved 

up to Scotland. In March Revd Tim Dawson ended his curacy when he took up a post in Kettering, 

and Revd Coralie Mansfield ended her curacy taking up a post in our neighbouring SCAN parish. 

Perhaps the biggest blow of all came when Revd Claire Wood announced she would be leaving our 

parish to take up the role of Archdeacon of Loughborough. This was especially difficult as Claire and 

her family had become such an integrated part of our community and our church, it was impossible 

to imagine Olney and St Peter and St Paul without them. 

Words cannot express the thanks required to the remaining Ministry Team who rallied together to 

pick up the services and keep the spiritual wellbeing of the larger church family together, from Revd 

Thelma Shacklady and Revd Janet Lawrence, to the LLMs and the authorised preachers. Going 

through an interregnum is never easy, but we are thankful that Claire put structures in place to allow 

our cƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ άǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘe storƳΦέ 

During 2017 there were nine weddings, one wedding blessings and two renewals of vows, 14 

baptisms, 14 funerals, five cremations and two internment of ashes. Through the interregnum we 

have seen a small decline in numbers at the services. We continually consider our role in serving 

Christ in our community and in our lives and we remember the call for each member to be part of 

DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Iƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 

A core part of our lives as a church and ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ 

word not only in our community, but also farther afield whenever possible. Bearing witness to this 

objective in 2017 was Mission Canada. 

Mission Canada 

During July and August of 2017, members of the church and the local youth (drawn from YAGs and 

the Soultime Café) undertook a nineteen day mission trip to London, Ontario, Canada. This was 

funded through grants and fund raising. Delegates paid for their own flights, with accommodation 

and food coming from the monies raised. 

Fund raising took on various forms, and included a Rector Kidnap, where Claire was kidnapped for a 

few hours (and forced to read the book of Leviticus out loud) until a ransom was paid; a Hungarian 

evening and meal; a BBQ with music by Backwoods Creek; and various teas, cakes sales and stalls at 

the Cherry Fair. 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ά²Ƙȅ /ŀƴŀŘŀΚέ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƛǘȅΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻ 

many others, with a broad cross-section of people in different socio-economic groups. The city has 

ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά9ŀǎǘ ƻŦ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜΦέ ¢ƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΥ East of Adelaide. An area of 

London, Ontario where one can witness three stabbings, six drive by shootings, two drug deals, and 

buy a prostitute, all in one afternoon. Advisable to wear a bulletproof vest if going EOA. While we 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳΣ 

where broken homes and alcohol addiction were the norm. Added to this were issues relating to the 

church itself. The previous priest-in-charge was arrested for indecent assault, and when we arrived 

the court case was surfacing again in the media. This added a further complication getting people to 

attend. 

The aims of the trip were to satisfy goals set by both our church and the churches in Canada. We 

wanted to engage our youngsters with different people and grow them as leaders; expose them to 

how other people lived and the problems they faced; to share their faith and to encourage the youth 

they met to work for their goals and better themselves; to push their boundaries to do something 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴŎŜ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ hǳǊ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

new influence to help grow the youth in their churches; to expose their youth to new influences and 

show them different skills; to revitalise their youth programme and get their Vacation Bible School 

(Holiday Bible Club) back on track. 

 

²Ŝ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /Ƙǳrch, assisting in running their Vacation Bible School 

(VBS). While it was a slow start, the numbers increased over the period, with everyone who 

attended the first week also coming back for the second week ς these included children from split 

families and families with alcohol abuse. 

The days were structured with a warmup session to start the day, and interactive sessions of music 

and actions. This was followed by a bible story, also interactive. There were then indoor activities 

and outdoor activities related to the theme of the bible story of the day. Mid-morning there was a 

break for snacks, and these treats were also theme-related. Possibly the highlight of all the activities 

was the water play ς linked to the story of Jonah. Even for the adults this was possibly more fun than 

it should have been! 

There were numerous successes from the trip, but too many to mention in this report. Notably, 

there was a family of three youngsters who had never been into a church before and were afraid to 
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cross the threshold. Within a week they were waking their mother up before 7am to go to VBS! They 

are now regulars at youth meetings in the church. 

 

We were very well looked after by our hosts, who also made sure we had activities in the evenings 

and on the weekends, and arranged free bus passes while we were there so we could get around the 

town. The trip was an immense success, and I believe the goals were achieved on both sides. The 

youth from our area certainly pushed their boundaries and did things they never thought they 

would, and forged friendships with people in another country, learning life lessons in all they did. 

The Canadian team have managed to grow their youth programme, and have a steady group of 

people attending regularly. Within a few weeks of our team leaving, they had already started 

planning for VBS 2018! In a letter from Helen Booth, the warden and Canadian organiser, the Olney 

team were thanked for everything they had done, with their youngsters asking when we could 

return, or perhaps they could visit Olney in the future. 

Thank you to everyone who supported this venture. 

Haydn Langley, Churchwarden 

 

 

 
























































































